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important words
found in the book

By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Summary
Do you think you know everything about Thanksgiving? Think
again! This is the true story of how we almost lost Thanksgiving
and how a woman named Sarah Hale got it back for us. Now
Sarah Hale wasn’t just anybody. She was the first female
magazine editor in America, she wrote poetry, and children’s
books. She even composed “Mary Had a Little Lamb”. Sarah
was very bold, very brave, very stubborn, and very smart. It
took her 38 years, but Sarah finally convinced President
Abraham Lincoln to make Thanksgiving a national holiday – a
day when all Americans come together to give thanks for all
we have.

Link to What You Know
• Think about a time when you worked really hard for
something. What did you do?
• What do athletes do in order to win?

Important Words to Know and Understand
Feast – A special meal with large amounts of food and
drink
Harvest – The season when crops are gathered from the
fields or the activity of gathering crops

2
Learn About
Comprehension
Strategies


Think about the text
you read



Know what to do
when you get
confused

Why Readers Retell and Summarize While
Reading
Readers retell and summarize to remember the important
events, characters, and information in books.
When you read fiction (stories that are not real), it is helpful to
think about the sequence of events and the most important
characters and settings in the story. When you retell and
summarize, it is important to describe what happened first, next,
then, and last. It is also important to tell who did what and
where each event took place.
On the other hand, when you read nonfiction (books about real
people, places, things, or events), your job is to think like a
teacher. Retell and summarize the information using important
details, facts, and vocabulary from the text.
Whether you are retelling and summarizing fiction or nonfiction,
the most important thing to do is use your own words.
©BookPagez.com
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Retelling and Summarizing
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You Did While
Reading
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Write

By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Time to Read
Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each
page. Then talk with a reading partner or write your thoughts
down in your notebook.
Page 8 – What have you learned about Thanksgiving up to this
point in the book? Summarize what you’ve learned in four
sentences or less.
Page 13 – What did you learn about Sarah Hale on this page ?
Is this information important? Why or why not?
Page 21 – What is Sarah’s goal? How do you know?
Page 23 – What is Sarah doing on this page? Is this page
important? Why or why not?
Page 30 – What did you learn about Sarah on
this page? Is this an important fact?
Why or why not?

Time to Reflect
Think – What type of information did you use when you retold
and summarized Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved
Thanksgiving? Did you stop throughout the story to think about
what was happening in the book? What did you do when you
finished the book?
Talk – Tell your reading partner about your favorite part of the
book. Tell about the characters, the setting, the events. Explain
why the part your chose was your favorite. Remember to ask
your partner to share their thoughts about the book too.
Reflect – Think about the characters, events, and the settings in
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving. How
does paying attention to the story elements help you to be a
better reader?
Write – Glue your Strategy Slip into your reader’s notebook.
Write about the work you did while reading Thank You, Sarah:
The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving. (Remember to include
examples from the book!)
©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Retelling and Summarizing

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Page 8:
What have you learned about Thanksgiving up to this point in the book?
Summarize what you’ve learned in four sentences or less.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 13:
What did you learn about Sarah Hale on this page?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Is this information important? Why or why not?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 21:
What is Sarah’s goal?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Name:____________________________________

©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Retelling and Summarizing

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
How do you know?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 23:
What is Sarah doing on this page?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Is this page important? Why or why not?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 30:
What did you learn about Sarah on this page?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
____________________________________________
Is this page important? Why or why not?

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Name:____________________________________

©BookPagez.com

Answer Key for Retelling and Summarizing

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Page 8:
What have you learned about Thanksgiving up to this point in the book?
Summarize what you’ve learned in four sentences or less.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I know there was a time
______________________________________________
when Thanksgiving was almost forgotten. Thanksgiving was popular in
______________________________________________
New England. The Native Americans saved the Pilgrims from starving.
______________________________________________
The Native Americans and the Pilgrims had a feast.
______________________________________________
Page 13:
What did you learn about Sarah Hale on this page?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: She was a mother, a
______________________________________________
writer, an editor, and she wrote “Mary Had a Little Lamb”.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Is this information important? Why or why not?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Yes this information is
______________________________________________
important because it tells me why Sarah was important.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 21:
What is Sarah’s goal?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Sarah wants to make
______________________________________________
Thanksgiving a national holiday.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Answer Key for Retelling and Summarizing

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
How do you know?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I know because she
______________________________________________
doesn’t give up. She continues to ask presidents to make Thanksgiving
______________________________________________
a national holiday.
______________________________________________
Page 23:
What is Sarah doing on this page?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Sarah is explaining to
______________________________________________
President Buchanan why Thanksgiving should be a national holiday.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Is this page important? Why or why not?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Yes this page is important
______________________________________________
because it shows us that Sarah is not giving up.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 30:
What did you learn about Sarah on this page?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Sarah worked hard for
______________________________________________
thirty-eight years to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.
______________________________________________
___________________________________________
Is this page important? Why or why not?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Yes, this is an
_________________________________________
important fact. It tells us how long Sarah worked before a
_________________________________________
president made Thanksgiving a national holiday.
_________________________________________
Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Retelling and Summarizing
Sarah Hale persevered and made an important contribution
to our nation. Give three examples of what Sarah did in
order to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.
I can tell who, what, where, when, why, and how after
reading stories.

CCSS: RI.2.1

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Retelling and Summarizing
Sarah Hale persevered and made an important contribution
to our nation. Give three examples of what Sarah did in
order to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.
I can tell who, what, where, when, why, and how after
reading stories.

CCSS: RI.2.1

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Retelling and Summarizing
Sarah Hale persevered and made an important contribution
to our nation. Give three examples of what Sarah did in
order to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.
I can tell who, what, where, when, why, and how after
reading stories.

CCSS: RI.2.1

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS)| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Retelling and Summarizing
Sarah Hale persevered and made an important contribution
to our nation. Give three examples of what Sarah did in
order to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Retelling and Summarizing
Sarah Hale persevered and made an important contribution
to our nation. Give three examples of what Sarah did in
order to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Retelling and Summarizing
Sarah Hale persevered and made an important contribution
to our nation. Give three examples of what Sarah did in
order to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Retelling and Summarizing
Sarah Hale persevered and made an important contribution
to our nation. Give three examples of what Sarah did in
order to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©BookPagez.com

Retelling and Summarizing
Title: _______________________________________
What is this book about?
Is it fiction or nonfiction?
Draw a picture or write a sentence for each box
below:
First

Next

Then

After that

Then

Last

What is the most important thing you read in this
book?

Directions:
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line.
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your reader’s notebook.
Comprehension Strategy Graphic Organizer| ©BookPagez.com

Common Core State Standards Correlation
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving Lesson Plans, Resources, and Activities
The lesson plans, resources, and activities for use with “Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who
Saved Thanksgiving” correlate with the following English Language Arts Common Core State
Standards for second grade.
Retelling and Summarizing Lesson Plan and Resources
Reading: Informational Text
RI.2.1 – Ask and answer such questions such as who, what, where, when, why, and how to
demonstrate understanding of key details in text.
RI.2.2 – Identify the main topic of a multi paragraph text as well as the focus of specific
paragraphs within the text.
RI.2.4 – Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or
subject area.
RI.2.6 – Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain,
or describe.
RI.2.7 – Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute
to and clarify a text.
RI.2.10 – By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Foundational Skills
RF.2.3 – Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
RF.2.4 – Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
Writing
W.2.8 – Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to
answer a question.
Speaking & Listening
SL2.1b – Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
SL2.2 – Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.
SL2.3 – Ask and answer question about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension,
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
Language
L.2.6 – Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are
happy that makes me happy).
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Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Summary
Do you think you know everything about Thanksgiving? Think
again! This is the true story of how we almost lost Thanksgiving
and how a woman named Sarah Hale got it back for us. Now
Sarah Hale wasn’t just anybody. She was the first female
magazine editor in America, she wrote poetry, and children’s
books. She even composed “Mary Had a Little Lamb”. Sarah
was very bold, very brave, very stubborn, and very smart. It
took her 38 years, but Sarah finally convinced President
Abraham Lincoln to make Thanksgiving a national holiday – a
day when all Americans come together to give thanks for all
we have.

Link to What You Know
• Think about a time you were thankful for something. What
were you thankful for?
• How did you show you were grateful?

Important Words to Know and Understand
Monument – A building, statue, etc., that honors a person
or event
Persuade – To cause (someone) to do something by
asking, arguing, or giving reasons

2
Learn About
Comprehension
Strategies


Think about the text
you read



Know what to do
when you get
confused

Why Readers Make Inferences While Reading
When readers make inferences they behave like reading
detectives.
Sometimes the author does not give you all of the information
you need to understand everything that is happening in a text.
Instead the author gives you clues. You can use the author’s
clues along with what you already know to make an inference.
This is sometimes called “reading between the lines.”
For example, if an author writes; ”Jason made a terrible mistake
and his face turned bright red," you can infer that Jason is
embarrassed. This inference makes sense because you know
that if a person’s face turns red after making a mistake, it usually
means that they feel embarrassed.
Illustrators also leave clues. Make sure to look at the pictures to
learn more about characters, settings, problems, and solutions.
©BookPagez.com

Making
Inferences

3
Make Inferences
While Reading
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tell you how a
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feeling or what they
might be thinking



Study the pictures.
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about the
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Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Time to Read
Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each
page. Then talk with a reading partner or write your thoughts
down in your notebook.
Page 4 – Make an inference about what season it was when the
big feast was celebrated.
Page 6 – Make an inference about what the turkeys are doing
on this page. How do you know?
Page 7 – Make an inference about why Thanksgiving was
popular in New England but ignored in other parts of the
country. Tell why your inference makes sense.
Page 12 – After looking at the picture and reading
the text, make an inference about what corsets,
bloomers, and bustles might be. How do you know this?
How does your inference help you as a reader?
Page 17 – Make an inference about why Sarah Hale
wanted the entire country to celebrate Thanksgiving
on the same day.

Time to Reflect
Think – What types of inferences did you make while reading
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving? Did
you make inferences to understand new words? Did you infer to
understand how a character thinks or feels? What did you
already know about people, places, or events that helped you
make inferences?
Talk – Tell your reading partner about the best inference you
made while reading this book. Explain why your inference was
so helpful to you as a reader. Remember to ask your partner to
share their thoughts about the book too.
Reflect – Think about the extra information you learned while
making inferences in Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved
Thanksgiving. What was easy about making inferences? What
was difficult? How does making inferences help you be a better
reader?
Write – Glue your Strategy Slip into your reader’s notebook.
Write about the work you did while reading Thank You, Sarah:
The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving. (Remember to include
examples from the book!)
©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Making Inferences

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Page 4:
Make an inference about what season it was when the big feast was celebrated.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 6:
Make an inference about what the turkeys are doing on this page.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
How do you know?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 7:
Make an inference about why Thanksgiving was popular in New England but
ignored in other parts of the country.

______________________________________________
___________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Name:____________________________________

©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Making Inferences

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Tell why your inference makes sense.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 12:
After looking at the picture and reading the text, make an inference about what
corsets, bloomers, and bustles might be.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
How do you know this?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
How does your inference help you as a reader?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 17:
Make an inference about why Sarah Hale wanted the entire country
to celebrate Thanksgiving on the same day.

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
__________________________________________
Name:____________________________________

©BookPagez.com

Answer Key for Making Inferences

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Page 4:
Make an inference about what season it was when the big feast was celebrated.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: The feast was celebrated
______________________________________________
in autumn. I know this because the leaves in the background look like
______________________________________________
they are changing color and some of the Pilgrims and Native
______________________________________________
Americans are wearing long sleeves to stay warm.
______________________________________________
Page 6:
Make an inference about what the turkeys are doing on this page.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: The turkeys are celebrating
______________________________________________
and saying a prayer of thanks because they won’t be cooked for
______________________________________________
Thanksgiving meals.
______________________________________________
How do you know?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: The television says that
______________________________________________
Thanksgiving is cancelled, so that means people won’t cook turkeys.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 7:
Make an inference about why Thanksgiving was popular in New England but
ignored in other parts of the country.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I think the people in
______________________________________________
New England celebrated the holiday because they lived close to
___________________________________________
where the Pilgrims and Native Americans had their first
_________________________________________
Thanksgiving.
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Answer Key for Making Inferences

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Tell why your inference makes sense.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Other parts of the
______________________________________________
country may not have known about it.
______________________________________________
Page 12:
After looking at the picture and reading the text, make an inference about what
corsets, bloomers, and bustles might be.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I think corsets, bloomers
______________________________________________
and bustles might have something to do with women’s clothing.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
How do you know this?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: There is a lady wearing a
______________________________________________
fancy dress and a turkey is pulling strings that are on the back of the
______________________________________________
dress.
______________________________________________
How does your inference help you as a reader?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: My inference helps me use
______________________________________________
context clues to understand new words.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 17:
Make an inference about why Sarah Hale wanted the entire country
to celebrate Thanksgiving on the same day.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I infer that Sarah
____________________________________________
believed it was important to remember the first celebration
___________________________________________
of giving thanks for a successful harvest in a new country.
__________________________________________
Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Inferences
Make an inference about why the politicians did not want
Thanksgiving to be a national holiday.
Use examples from the text to support your answer.
I can make connections between different events in history.
CCSS: RI.2.3

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Inferences
Make an inference about why the politicians did not want
Thanksgiving to be a national holiday.
Use examples from the text to support your answer.
I can make connections between different events in history.
CCSS: RI.2.3

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Inferences
Make an inference about why the politicians did not want
Thanksgiving to be a national holiday.
Use examples from the text to support your answer.
I can make connections between different events in history.
CCSS: RI.2.3

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips (CCSS)| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Inferences
Make an inference about why the politicians did not want
Thanksgiving to be a national holiday.
Use examples from the text to support your answer.

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Inferences
Make an inference about why the politicians did not want
Thanksgiving to be a national holiday.
Use examples from the text to support your answer.

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Inferences
Make an inference about why the politicians did not want
Thanksgiving to be a national holiday.
Use examples from the text to support your answer.

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Inferences
Make an inference about why the politicians did not want
Thanksgiving to be a national holiday.
Use examples from the text to support your answer.

Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©BookPagez.com

Making Inferences
Title: _______________________________________
What the
Text Says

What I
Know

What I Can
Infer

Look for clues in the
text or pictures

What do you know
about the clue?

Emotions, Thoughts,
Cause, Setting

Directions:
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line.
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your reader’s notebook.
Comprehension Strategy Graphic Organizer | ©BookPagez.com

Common Core State Standards Correlation
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving Lesson Plans, Resources, and Activities
The lesson plans, resources, and activities for use with “Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who
Saved Thanksgiving” correlate with the following English Language Arts Common Core State
Standards for second grade.
Making Inferences Lesson Plan and Resources
Reading: Informational Text
RI.2.3 – Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
RI.2.4 – Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or
subject area.
RI.2.10 – By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Foundational Skills
RF.2.3 – Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
RF.2.4 – Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
Writing
W.2.8 – Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to
answer a question.
Speaking & Listening
SL2.1b – Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
SL2.2 – Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.
SL2.3 – Ask and answer question about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension,
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
Language
L.2.6 – Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are
happy that makes me happy).
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Making
Predictions

1

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Summary



Learn about the
book

Do you think you know everything about Thanksgiving? Think
again! This is the true story of how we almost lost Thanksgiving
and how a woman named Sarah Hale got it back for us. Now
Sarah Hale wasn’t just anybody. She was the first female
magazine editor in America, she wrote poetry, and children’s
books. She even composed “Mary Had a Little Lamb”. Sarah
was very bold, very brave, very stubborn, and very smart. It
took her 38 years, but Sarah finally convinced President
Abraham Lincoln to make Thanksgiving a national holiday – a
day when all Americans come together to give thanks for all
we have.



Get your brain
ready to read

Link to What You Know



Understand the
meaning of
important words
found in the book

• Think about a time when you really wanted something. What
did you want? Why did you want it?
• Describe a time when you persuaded someone to help you
get what you wanted.

Get Ready
To Read

Important Words to Know and Understand
Article – A piece of writing about a particular subject that
is included in a magazine, newspaper, etc.
Biography – The story of a real person's life written by
someone other than that person

2
Learn About
Comprehension
Strategies


Think about the text
you read



Know what to do
when you get
confused

Why Readers Make Predictions While Reading
When readers make predictions they think about what they
already know and what they think will logically happen in a text.
Sometimes an author will give you clues about the characters,
settings, or events in the book. In order to make predictions you
have to pay attention to the clues and think about the story.
Readers often make predictions before they start reading,
during the story, and after they have finished reading. Here are
some examples of the thinking readers do when making
predictions:
Before Reading Predictions: What the book will be about, who
the main character might be, what big events will happen
During Reading Predictions: What a character will do next, how
a problem might be solved, what important event will happen
After Reading Predictions: Which predictions were correct,
which predictions were incorrect, why predictions were
incorrect
©BookPagez.com

Making
Predictions

3
Make Predictions
While Reading




Look for clues that
tell you what a
character might do
next
Look for clues that
tell you about big
events that might
be coming up next

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Time to Read
Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each
page. Then talk with a reading partner or write your thoughts
down in your notebook.
Cover – Read the title of the book and look at the illustration.
Make a prediction about what you will learn from reading this
story.
Page 14 – With what you just learned about Sarah Hale, make a
prediction about what her secret weapon is. What makes you
think so?
Page 18 – Make a prediction about what will happen with all of
the letters Sarah wrote. Does this prediction help you as a
reader? Why or why not?
Page 22 – Use what you know about Sarah to make
a prediction about what she will do next.
Why does your prediction make sense?
Page 25 – After reading this page, predict what Sarah
will do next. Support your answer with examples
from the text.

4
Notice the Work
You Did While
Reading


Think



Talk



Reflect



Write

Time to Reflect
Think – What types of predictions did you make while reading
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving? Did
you make predictions about characters, events, problems, or
solutions? How did you decide whether or not your predictions
made sense?
Talk – Tell your reading partner about the best predictions you
made while reading this book. Explain why your prediction was
so helpful to you as a reader. Remember to ask your partner to
share their thoughts about the book too.
Reflect – Think about the reasons why some of the predictions
you made while reading Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who
Saved Thanksgiving were correct and why others were
incorrect. What was easy about making predictions? What was
difficult? How does making predictions help you be a better
reader?
Write – Glue your Strategy Slip into your reader’s notebook.
Write about the work you did while reading Thank You, Sarah:
The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving. (Remember to include
examples from the book!)
©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Making Predictions

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Cover:
Read the title of the book and look at the illustration. Make a prediction about
what you will learn from reading this story.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 14:
With what you just learned about Sarah Hale, make a prediction about what her
secret weapon is.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
What makes you think so?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 18:
Make a prediction about what will happen with all of the letters Sarah wrote.

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Name:____________________________________

©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Making Predictions

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Does this prediction help you as a reader? Why or why not?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 22:
Use what you know about Sarah to make a prediction about what she will do
next.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Why does your prediction make sense?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 25:
After reading this page, predict what Sarah will do next. Support your answer with
examples from the text.

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Name:____________________________________

©BookPagez.com

Answer Key for Making Predictions

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Cover:
Read the title of the book and look at the illustration. Make a prediction about
what you will learn from reading this story.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I will learn how a woman
______________________________________________
named Sarah saved Thanksgiving. Her story will have something to do
______________________________________________
with writing a letter.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 14:
With what you just learned about Sarah Hale, make a prediction about what her
secret weapon is.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I think her secret weapon
______________________________________________
has to do with writing.
______________________________________________
What makes you think so?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I learned that she wrote a
______________________________________________
lot of different things on the previous page.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 18:
Make a prediction about what will happen with all of the letters Sarah wrote.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I predict the
___________________________________________
politicians will listen to her and make Thanksgiving a national
___________________________________________
holiday.
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
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Answer Key for Making Predictions

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Does this prediction help you as a reader? Why or why not?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Yes my prediction helps
______________________________________________
me because it’s making me think about how the politicians will react to
______________________________________________
Sarah.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 22:
Use what you know about Sarah to make a prediction about what she will do
next.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Sarah will keep writing
______________________________________________
until she persuades a president to listen to her and make Thanksgiving
______________________________________________
a national holiday.
______________________________________________
Why does your prediction make sense?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: My prediction makes sense
______________________________________________
because I know that Sarah is stubborn and that her secret weapon is
______________________________________________
a pen. So she will keep writing until she gets her way.
______________________________________________
Page 25:
After reading this page, predict what Sarah will do next. Support your answer with
examples from the text.

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: I predict she will
___________________________________________
keep trying to make Thanksgiving a national holiday. Sarah put
___________________________________________
a lot of time and effort into getting attention for her cause, so
_________________________________________
I don’t think she will give up now.
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Predictions
What do you think Sarah would have done if President
Lincoln ignored her letter? Make a prediction. Then use
examples from the text to tell why your prediction makes
sense.
I can describe how an author uses reasons to support
specific points in a text.

CCSS: RI.2.8

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Predictions
What do you think Sarah would have done if President
Lincoln ignored her letter? Make a prediction. Then use
examples from the text to tell why your prediction makes
sense.
I can describe how an author uses reasons to support
specific points in a text.

CCSS: RI.2.8

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Predictions
What do you think Sarah would have done if President
Lincoln ignored her letter? Make a prediction. Then use
examples from the text to tell why your prediction makes
sense.
I can describe how an author uses reasons to support
specific points in a text.

CCSS: RI.2.8
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Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Predictions
What do you think Sarah would have done if President
Lincoln ignored her letter? Make a prediction. Then use
examples from the text to tell why your prediction makes
sense.

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Predictions
What do you think Sarah would have done if President
Lincoln ignored her letter? Make a prediction. Then use
examples from the text to tell why your prediction makes
sense.

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Predictions
What do you think Sarah would have done if President
Lincoln ignored her letter? Make a prediction. Then use
examples from the text to tell why your prediction makes
sense.

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Making Predictions
What do you think Sarah would have done if President
Lincoln ignored her letter? Make a prediction. Then use
examples from the text to tell why your prediction makes
sense.
Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©BookPagez.com

Making Predictions
Title: _______________________________________
Predictions
at the
Beginning

Predictions
while
Reading

Check
Predictions at
the End

Write your
predictions below

Write your
predictions below

If incorrect write what
really happened
Correct

Incorrect

Correct

Incorrect

Correct

Incorrect

Correct

Incorrect

Directions:
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line.
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your reader’s notebook.
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Common Core State Standards Correlation
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving Lesson Plans, Resources, and Activities
The lesson plans, resources, and activities for use with “Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who
Saved Thanksgiving” correlate with the following English Language Arts Common Core State
Standards for second grade.
Making Predictions Lesson Plan and Resources
Reading: Informational Text
RI.2.3 – Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
RI.2.8 – Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.
RI.2.10 – By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Foundational Skills
RF.2.3 – Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
RF.2.4 – Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
Writing
W.2.8 – Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to
answer a question.
Speaking & Listening
SL2.1b – Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
SL2.2 – Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.
SL2.3 – Ask and answer question about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension,
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
Language
L.2.6 – Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including adjectives and adverbs to describe (eg, When other kids are
happy that makes me happy).
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Thank You, Sarah: The Woman
Who Saved Thanksgiving

Identifying the
Author’s Purpose

1
Get Ready
To Read


Learn about the
book



Get your brain
ready to read



Understand the
meaning of
important words
found in the book

By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Summary
Do you think you know everything about Thanksgiving? Think
again! This is the true story of how we almost lost Thanksgiving
and how a woman named Sarah Hale got it back for us. Now
Sarah Hale wasn’t just anybody. She was the first female
magazine editor in America, she wrote poetry, and children’s
books. She even composed “Mary Had a Little Lamb”. Sarah
was very bold, very brave, very stubborn, and very smart. It
took her 38 years, but Sarah finally convinced President
Abraham Lincoln to make Thanksgiving a national holiday – a
day when all Americans come together to give thanks for all
we have.

Link to What You Know
• Think of a picture book you’ve read about America’s history.
What was the book about?
• Why do you think people write about America’s history?

Important Words to Know and Understand
Compose – To create and write (a piece of music or
writing)
Editor – A person whose job is to edit something

2
Learn About
Comprehension
Strategies


Think about the text
you read



Know what to do
when you get
confused

Why Readers Identify the Author’s Purpose While
Reading
Readers identify the author’s purpose to understand why an
author wrote the book. Authors write books because they want
to persuade, inform, or entertain their reader.
When you read fiction (stories that are not real), the author
usually includes a message or lesson that they want their readers
to think about. When the author does this, they are trying to
persuade you.
On the other hand, when you read nonfiction (books about real
people, places, things, or events), the author answers questions
about a specific topic. When the author does this, they are
trying to inform you.
An author may try to entertain you by being funny, mysterious,
or serious. Authors of both fiction and nonfiction can write to
entertain you.
©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman
Who Saved Thanksgiving

Identifying the
Author’s Purpose

3
Identify the
Author’s Purpose
While Reading




Think about what
the author is trying
to tell you or make
you think about
Did the author write
this book to
persuade, inform or
entertain you?

4
Notice the Work
You Did While
Reading


Think



Talk



Reflect



Write

By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Time to Read
Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each
page. Then talk with a reading partner or write your thoughts
down in your notebook.
Page 5 – Why did the author use bold, capital letters for the
words on this page? Why did she add an ellipsis?
Page 9 – What is the author’s purpose for keeping us guessing
about who saved Thanksgiving?
Page 10 – What is the author’s purpose for writing as if she is
talking to the reader?
Page 28 – What is the author’s purpose for writing
two words in bold followed by an ellipsis?
Do you like the author’s style? Why or why not?
Page 29 – What was the author’s purpose for
writing the same sentence twice, all in capital letters,
followed by an exclamation mark?

Time to Reflect
Think – Laurie Halse Anderson is the author of Thank You, Sarah:
The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving. What was her purpose for
writing this book? Did she write the book to persuade, inform, or
entertain you? How do you know?
Talk – Tell your reading partner what this book made you think
about. What message did the author share with you?
Remember to ask your partner to share their thoughts about the
book too.
Reflect – Think about what you learned while reading Thank You,
Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving. Think about the
things you and your reading partner discussed. How does
identifying the author’s purpose help you be a better reader?
Write – Glue your Strategy Slip into your reader’s notebook.
Write about the work you did while reading Thank You, Sarah:
The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving. (Remember to include
examples from the book!)
©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Identifying the Author’s Purpose

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Page 5:
Why did the author use bold, capital letters for the words on this page?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Why did she add an ellipsis?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 9:
What is the author’s purpose for keeping us guessing about who saved
Thanksgiving?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 10:
What is the author’s purpose for writing as if she is talking to the reader?

______________________________________________
___________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Name:____________________________________

©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Identifying the Author’s Purpose

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Page 28:
What is the author’s purpose for writing two words in bold followed by an ellipsis?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Do you like the author’s style? Why or why not?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 29:
What was the author’s purpose for writing the same sentence twice, all in capital
letters, followed by an exclamation mark?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
___________________________________________

Name:____________________________________

©BookPagez.com

Answer Key for Identifying the Author’s Purpose

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Page 5:
Why did the author use bold, capital letters for the words on this page?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: She wanted to build
______________________________________________
suspense and let us know that the information on the next page is
______________________________________________
important to remember.
______________________________________________
Why did she add an ellipsis?

Answers will vary.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 9:
What is the author’s purpose for keeping us guessing about who saved
Thanksgiving?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: The author wants to
______________________________________________
entertain us by keeping us in suspense.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 10:
What is the author’s purpose for writing as if she is talking to the reader?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: The author wants to
______________________________________________
engage the reader by making us feel like we are part of the
___________________________________________
story.
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
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Answer Key for Identifying the Author’s Purpose

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Page 28:
What is the author’s purpose for writing two words in bold followed by an ellipsis?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: She is building suspense to
______________________________________________
an important part of the story.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Do you like the author’s style? Why or why not?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Yes, I like the author’s
______________________________________________
style. It makes me feel like the story is moving fast and has a lot of
______________________________________________
action.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 29:
What was the author’s purpose for writing the same sentence twice, all in capital
letters, followed by an exclamation mark?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: She wanted to let us know
______________________________________________
that this is exciting and important news that we should remember.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
___________________________________________
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Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Identifying the Author’s Purpose
Author Laurie Halse Anderson wrote this book to teach us
about Sarah Hale and her accomplishments.
What was the main idea of this book? Use details from the
book to support your answer.
I can tell the main idea of a piece of nonfiction, including
the focus of important paragraphs.

CCSS: RI.2.2

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Identifying the Author’s Purpose
Author Laurie Halse Anderson wrote this book to teach us
about Sarah Hale and her accomplishments.
What was the main idea of this book? Use details from the
book to support your answer.
I can tell the main idea of a piece of nonfiction, including
the focus of important paragraphs.

CCSS: RI.2.2

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Identifying the Author’s Purpose
Author Laurie Halse Anderson wrote this book to teach us
about Sarah Hale and her accomplishments.
What was the main idea of this book? Use details from the
book to support your answer.
I can tell the main idea of a piece of nonfiction, including
the focus of important paragraphs.
CCSS: RI.2.2
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Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Identifying the Author’s Purpose
Author Laurie Halse Anderson wrote this book to teach us
about Sarah Hale and her accomplishments.
What was the main idea of this book? Use details from the
book to support your answer.
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Identifying the Author’s Purpose
Author Laurie Halse Anderson wrote this book to teach us
about Sarah Hale and her accomplishments.
What was the main idea of this book? Use details from the
book to support your answer.
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Identifying the Author’s Purpose
Author Laurie Halse Anderson wrote this book to teach us
about Sarah Hale and her accomplishments.
What was the main idea of this book? Use details from the
book to support your answer.
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Identifying the Author’s Purpose
Author Laurie Halse Anderson wrote this book to teach us
about Sarah Hale and her accomplishments.
What was the main idea of this book? Use details from the
book to support your answer.
Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©BookPagez.com

Identifying the Author’s Purpose
Title: _______________________________________
Who is the author of your book?
What was the author’s purpose for writing this
book? How do you know?
To Persuade

To Inform

To Entertain

I know because…

What do you think the author wanted you to think
about while reading this book?

Draw a picture of the most important thing the
author made you think about while reading.

Directions:
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line.
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your reader’s notebook.
Comprehension Strategy Graphic Organizer | ©BookPagez.com

Common Core State Standards Correlation
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving Lesson Plans, Resources, and Activities
The lesson plans, resources, and activities for use with “Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who
Saved Thanksgiving” correlate with the following English Language Arts Common Core State
Standards for second grade.
Identifying the Author’s Purpose Lesson Plan and Resources
Reading: Informational Text
RI.2.2 – Identify the main topic of a multi paragraph text as well as the focus of specific
paragraphs within the text.
RI.2.6 – Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain,
or describe.
RI.2.8 – Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.
RI.2.10 – By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Foundational Skills
RF.2.3 – Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
RF.2.4 – Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
Writing
W.2.8 – Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to
answer a question.
Speaking & Listening
SL2.1b – Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
SL2.2 – Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.
SL2.3 – Ask and answer question about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension,
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
Language
L.2.6 – Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are
happy that makes me happy).
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Determining
Importance

1

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Summary



Learn about the
book

Do you think you know everything about Thanksgiving? Think
again! This is the true story of how we almost lost Thanksgiving
and how a woman named Sarah Hale got it back for us. Now
Sarah Hale wasn’t just anybody. She was the first female
magazine editor in America, she wrote poetry, and children’s
books. She even composed “Mary Had a Little Lamb”. Sarah
was very bold, very brave, very stubborn, and very smart. It
took her 38 years, but Sarah finally convinced President
Abraham Lincoln to make Thanksgiving a national holiday – a
day when all Americans come together to give thanks for all
we have.



Get your brain
ready to read

Link to What You Know



Understand the
meaning of
important words
found in the book

Get Ready
To Read

• What does the President of the United States do?
• What makes the President’s job so important?

Important Words to Know and Understand
Politician – Someone who is active in government usually
as an elected official
Underestimate – To estimate (something) as being less
than the actual size, quantity, or number

2
Learn About
Comprehension
Strategies


Think about the text
you read



Know what to do
when you get
confused

Why Readers Determine Importance While
Reading
Readers determine importance in order to decide which
information is most important to remember.
When you read fiction (stories that are not real), it’s important to
pay attention to the names of characters, settings where
important events take place, and clues that help you solve
problems.
On the other hand, when you read nonfiction (books about real
people, places, things, or events), it’s important to pay attention
to vocabulary words and the things you learn about big ideas or
facts about a topic.
Because no two readers are the same, the things that you
determine to be important may not be the same as another
reader. To determine importance think about what you already
know, the information you’ve learned, and whether or not you
need the information to understand what you read.
©BookPagez.com

Determining
Importance

3

Determine
Importance
While Reading






Look for big ideas
and supporting
details
Notice when you
learn something
new
Look for new words
that are important
to the text

4
Notice the Work
You Did While
Reading


Think



Talk



Reflect



Write

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Time to Read
Stop on the following pages. Think about the questions for each
page. Then talk with a reading partner or write your thoughts
down in your notebook.
Page 11 – What is important to know about Sarah Hale on this
page? Why do you think so?
Page 24 – What is the problem on this page? Look at the
picture. How does the picture help you understand the main
idea on this page?
Page 26 – What is the most important fact about America on this
page? Why do you think so?
Page 27 – The author gives us more details about
Sarah on this page. What is important to know
about Sarah? Why do you think so?
Pages 31 to 32 – Read the text and look at the
illustrations on these pages. What important
information are the author and illustrator telling you?

Time to Reflect
Think – What information did you learn while reading Thank You,
Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving? Pick 3 big ideas or
facts that you think you should remember about Sarah Hale.
Why are these ideas or facts important to you?
Talk – Tell your reading partner 1 of the most important facts or
ideas that you want to remember. Explain why you want to
remember your fact or idea. Remember to ask your partner to
share their most important fact or idea too.
Reflect – Think about the determining importance work you did
while reading Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved
Thanksgiving. How does thinking about the most important fact
and ideas make you a better reader?
Write – Glue your Strategy Slip into your reader’s notebook.
Write about the work you did while reading Thank You, Sarah:
The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving. (Remember to include
examples from the book!)
©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Determining Importance

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Page 11:
What is important to know about Sarah Hale on this page?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Why do you think so?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 24:
What is the problem on this page?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Look at the picture. How does the picture help you understand the main idea on
this page?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
___________________________________________
Page 26:
What is the most important fact about America on this page?

______________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Name:____________________________________

©BookPagez.com

Your Turn to Practice Determining Importance

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Why do you think so?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Page 27:
The author gives us more details about Sarah on this page. What is important to
know about Sarah?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Why do you think so?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Pages 31 to 32:
Read the text and look at the illustrations on these pages. What important
information are the author and illustrator telling you?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
___________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Name:____________________________________

©BookPagez.com

Answer Key for Determining Importance

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Page 11:
What is important to know about Sarah Hale on this page?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: It’s important to know
______________________________________________
that Sarah Hale worked hard to make things better for people in
______________________________________________
America.
______________________________________________
Why do you think so?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: If Sarah did not fight for
______________________________________________
what she thought was right, we might not have playgrounds, schools
______________________________________________
for girls, or historical monuments.
______________________________________________
Page 24:
What is the problem on this page?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: The President was dealing
______________________________________________
with serious problems.
______________________________________________
Look at the picture. How does the picture help you understand the main idea on
this page?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Because the problems were
______________________________________________
so large, President Buchanan did not have time to think about making
______________________________________________
Thanksgiving a national holiday. The picture shows people arguing with
______________________________________________
each other about big issues.
____________________________________________
Page 26:
What is the most important fact about America on this page?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: The United
______________________________________________
States was at war.
______________________________________________
Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Answer Key for Determining Importance

with Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Why do you think so?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: It is important to know
______________________________________________
this because the likelihood of Thanksgiving becoming a national holiday
______________________________________________
at this point in time seems unlikely.
______________________________________________
Page 27:
The author gives us more details about Sarah on this page. What is important to
know about Sarah?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Sarah never gives up.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Why do you think so?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: It’s important to know
______________________________________________
that Sarah perseveres because we would not have a Thanksgiving if it
______________________________________________
were not for her work.
______________________________________________
Pages 31 to 32:
Read the text and look at the illustrations on these pages. What important
information are the author and illustrator telling you?

Answers will vary. Sample answers include: Because of Sarah’s work,
______________________________________________
people in America celebrate one day of thanks together as a nation.
______________________________________________
___________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Determining Importance
What do you think it means when the author writes;
“When folks started to ignore Thanksgiving, well, that just
curdled her gravy.”?
I can figure out the meanings of words when I am studying
a second grade topic.
CCSS: RI.2.4

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Determining Importance
What do you think it means when the author writes;
“When folks started to ignore Thanksgiving, well, that just
curdled her gravy.”?
I can figure out the meanings of words when I am studying
a second grade topic.
CCSS: RI.2.4

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Determining Importance
What do you think it means when the author writes;
“When folks started to ignore Thanksgiving, well, that just
curdled her gravy.”?
I can figure out the meanings of words when I am studying
a second grade topic.
CCSS: RI.2.4
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Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Determining Importance
What do you think it means when the author writes;
“When folks started to ignore Thanksgiving, well, that just
curdled her gravy.”?

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Determining Importance
What do you think it means when the author writes;
“When folks started to ignore Thanksgiving, well, that just
curdled her gravy.”?

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Determining Importance
What do you think it means when the author writes;
“When folks started to ignore Thanksgiving, well, that just
curdled her gravy.”?

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving:
Determining Importance
What do you think it means when the author writes;
“When folks started to ignore Thanksgiving, well, that just
curdled her gravy.”?
Reader’s Notebook: Comprehension Strategy Slips | ©BookPagez.com

Determining Importance
Title: _______________________________________
Think about the book. Write all of the important
information in the thought bubble below.

Now determine 3 BIG ideas, events, words, or facts
that are important to you. Draw a picture to
illustrate the most important parts of your book.
#1

__________________________
__________________________
#2

__________________________
__________________________
#3

__________________________
__________________________

Directions:
1. Answer each of the questions.
2. Carefully cut on the dotted line.
3. Glue, tape, or staple into your reader’s notebook.
Comprehension Strategy Graphic Organizer| ©BookPagez.com

Common Core State Standards Correlation
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving Lesson Plans, Resources, and Activities
The lesson plans, resources, and activities for use with “Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who
Saved Thanksgiving” correlate with the following English Language Arts Common Core State
Standards for second grade.
Determining Importance Lesson Plan and Resources
Reading: Informational Text
RI.2.1 – Ask and answer such questions such as who, what, where, when, why, and how to
demonstrate understanding of key details in text.
RI.2.2 – Identify the main topic of a multi paragraph text as well as the focus of specific
paragraphs within the text.
RI.2.4 – Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or
subject area.
RI.2.8 – Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.
RI.2.10 – By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading: Foundational Skills
RF.2.3 – Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
RF.2.4 – Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
Writing
W.2.8 – Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to
answer a question.
Speaking & Listening
SL2.1b – Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
SL2.2 – Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.
SL2.3 – Ask and answer question about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension,
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
Language
L.2.6 – Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including adjectives and adverbs to describe (eg, When other kids are
happy that makes me happy).
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Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving

Vocabulary Connections

By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Important Words to Know and Understand in “Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who
Saved Thanksgiving”
Article
A piece of writing about a particular subject that is included in a magazine,
newspaper, etc.
Biography
The story of a real person's life written by someone other than that person
Compose
To create and write (a piece of music or writing)
Editor
A person whose job is to edit something
Feast
A special meal with large amounts of food and drink
Harvest
The season when crops are gathered from the fields or the activity of gathering
crops
Monument
A building, statue, etc., that honors a person or event
Persuade
To cause (someone) to do something by asking, arguing, or giving reasons
Politician
Someone who is active in government usually as an elected official
Underestimate
To estimate (something) as being less than the actual size, quantity, or number

Vocabulary Word List| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Vocabulary Connections

Editor

Biography Compose

Feast

Harvest

Step by Step Directions:
1. Cut on the Dotted Line 2. Fold on the Solid Line 3. Glue, Tape or Staple the Top of Each Card to Close

Article

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Picture Vocabulary Sorting Cards| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Vocabulary Connections

Underestimate

Persuade

Politician

Step by Step Directions:
1. Cut on the Dotted Line 2. Fold on the Solid Line 3. Glue, Tape or Staple the Top of Each Card to Close

Monument

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Picture Vocabulary Sorting Cards| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Vocabulary Connections

Biography Compose

A piece of writing
about a particular
subject that is
included in a
magazine,
newspaper, etc.

The story of a real
person's life
written by
someone other
than that person

To create and
write (a piece of
music or writing)

Editor

Feast

Harvest

A special meal
with large
amounts of food
and drink

The season when
crops are
gathered from the
fields or the
activity of
gathering crops

A person whose
job is to edit
something

Step by Step Directions:
1. Cut on the Dotted Line 2. Fold on the Solid Line 3. Glue, Tape or Staple the Top of Each Card to Close

Article

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Definition Vocabulary Sorting Cards| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Vocabulary Connections

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Persuade

Politician

A building, statue,
etc., that honors a
person or event

To cause
(someone) to do
something by
asking, arguing, or
giving reasons

Someone who is
active in
government
usually as an
elected official

Underestimate

To estimate
(something) as
being less than
the actual size,
quantity, or
number

Step by Step Directions:
1. Cut on the Dotted Line 2. Fold on the Solid Line 3. Glue, Tape or Staple the Top of Each Card to Close

Monument

Definition Vocabulary Sorting Cards| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving

Vocabulary Connections

By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Biography is a/an

Compose is a/an

noun verb
adverb adjective

noun verb
adverb adjective

noun verb
adverb adjective

Definition of
Article:

Definition of
Biography:

Definition of
Compose:

.

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

Article looks
like this:

Biography looks
like this:

Compose looks
like this:

Article reminds
me of:

Biography reminds
me of:

Compose reminds
me of:

I saw this word in

I saw this word in

I saw this word in

_______________ _______________ _______________
_______________ _______________ _______________

Step by Step Directions:
1. Cut on the Dotted Line 2. Fold on the Solid Line 3. Complete the Vocabulary Card
4. Glue the Back of the Bottom Flap into Your Notebook 5. Write the Vocabulary Word on the Front of the
Top Flap

Article is a/an

Interactive Vocabulary Notebook Cards| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving

Vocabulary Connections

By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Feast is a/an

Harvest is a/an

noun verb
adverb adjective

noun verb
adverb adjective

noun verb
adverb adjective

Definition of
Editor:

Definition of
Feast:

Definition of
Harvest:

.

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

Editor looks
like this:

Feast looks
like this:

Harvest looks
like this:

Editor reminds
me of:

Feast reminds
me of:

Harvest reminds me
of:

I saw this word in

I saw this word in

I saw this word in

_______________ _______________ _______________
_______________ _______________ _______________

Step by Step Directions:
1. Cut on the Dotted Line 2. Fold on the Solid Line 3. Complete the Vocabulary Card
4. Glue the Back of the Bottom Flap into Your Notebook 5. Write the Vocabulary Word on the Front of the
Top Flap

Editor is a/an

Interactive Vocabulary Notebook Cards| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving

Vocabulary Connections

By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Persuade is a/an

Politician is a/an

noun verb
adverb adjective

noun verb
adverb adjective

noun verb
adverb adjective

Definition of
Monument:

Definition of
Persuade:

Definition of
Politician:

.

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

Monument looks
like this:

Persuade looks
like this:

Politician looks
like this:

Monument reminds
me of:

Persuade reminds
me of:

Politician reminds
me of:

I saw this word in

I saw this word in

I saw this word in

_______________ _______________ _______________
_______________ _______________ _______________

Step by Step Directions:
1. Cut on the Dotted Line 2. Fold on the Solid Line 3. Complete the Vocabulary Card
4. Glue the Back of the Bottom Flap into Your Notebook 5. Write the Vocabulary Word on the Front of the
Top Flap

Monument is a/an

Interactive Vocabulary Notebook Cards| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving

Vocabulary Connections

.

noun verb
adverb adjective
Definition of
Underestimate:

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
Underestimate
looks
like this:

Underestimate
reminds me of:

_______________
_______________
I saw this word in

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Step by Step Directions:
1. Cut on the Dotted Line 2. Fold on the Solid Line 3. Complete the Vocabulary Card
4. Glue the Back of the Bottom Flap into Your Notebook 5. Write the Vocabulary Word on the Front of the
Top Flap

Underestimate is
a/an

By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Interactive Vocabulary Notebook Cards| ©BookPagez.com

Word Games

with Words from Thank You, Sarah:
The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Directions: Draw lines to match the pictures to the correct words.

Harvest
Monument
Politician
Feast
Directions: Use the vocabulary words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences
below.

1. Our homework for today is to ___________________
an essay about life lessons.
2. I enjoyed reading Abraham Lincoln’s
________________________________________.
3. He wrote an interesting _________________________
about tornadoes.
Name:____________________________________

Word Bank
Article
Biography
Compose
Monument
Persuade

©BookPagez.com

Word Games Answer Key

with Words from Thank You, Sarah:
The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
Directions: Draw lines to match the pictures to the correct words.

Harvest
Monument
Politician
Feast
Directions: Use the vocabulary words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences
below.

compose
1. Our homework for today is to ___________________
an essay about life lessons.
2. I enjoyed reading Abraham Lincoln’s

biography
________________________________________.

article
3. He wrote an interesting _________________________
about tornadoes.

Word Bank
Article
Biography
Compose
Monument
Persuade

Answer Key | ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Vocabulary Connections

It’s like…

Name:

It means…

________________________________________

A new word that I learned in this book is:

By Laurie Halse
Anderson

Step by Step Directions
1. Cut on the Dotted Line. 2. Fold on the Solid Line. 3. Complete the Vocabulary Card.
4. Add Your Vocabulary Card to Your Notebook or Use It As A Bookmark.

Thank You,
Sarah: The
Woman Who
Saved
Thanksgiving

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Interactive Vocabulary Notebook Personalized Vocabulary Builder Card| ©BookPagez.com

Name:_____________________________

Vocabulary Connections
Directions:
Select a word from your reading that is new to you and write it in the box below.
Then fill in the blanks to connect the new word to words you already know.
New Word

Cripple

She saw to it that I tried to
walk every day. “So’s that
mean-lookin’ leg don’t go stiff
on you and cripple up,” she’d
say.

A person or animal
that is impaired in
some way.

Dictionary Definition
Look up the word in
the dictionary. Copy
the dictionary
definition.

Visualize

Original Sentence

Copy the sentence in the book
where the word appears.
Book Title:

Draw a picture to
illustrate the
meaning of the
word.

Pink and Say
________________
________________
Lame
Dismember
Injure
Synonyms

What words
have nearly
the same
meaning?

Help
Support
Strong

The
The bird
bird was
was a
a
cripple
because
cripple because its
its
wing
was
broken.
wing was broken.

Antonyms

Make
Make It
It Your
Your Own
Own

What words have
the opposite
meaning?

Use the word in a new
sentence that shows
what it means.

I saw a person in a
I saw a person in a
wheelchair with a
wheelchair with a
crippled leg.
crippled leg.
Connect to Your Life
Connect to Your Life
When or where have
When
or where
have
you seen
it, heard,
it,
you
it, heard,
felt seen
it, smelled
it, orit,
felt it,tasted
smelled
it? it, or
tasted it?

Exploring Words| ©BookPagez.com

Name:_____________________________

Vocabulary Connections
Directions:
Select a word from your reading that is new to you and write it in the box below.
Then fill in the blanks to connect the new word to words you already know.
New Word

Dictionary Definition
Look up the word in
the dictionary. Copy
the dictionary
definition.

Visualize

Original Sentence
Copy the sentence in the book
where the word appears.
Book Title:

Draw a picture to
illustrate the meaning
of the word.

________________
________________

Synonyms
What words
have nearly
the same
meaning?

Connect to Your Life
Antonyms

Make It Your Own

What words have
the opposite
meaning?

Use the word in a new
sentence that shows
what it means.

When or where have
you seen it, heard, it,
felt it, smelled it, or
tasted it?

Exploring Words| ©BookPagez.com

Name:_____________________________

Vocabulary Connections
Directions:
1. Write a word from your reading that is new to you in the first column.
2. Read the sentence before and after the sentence where the word appears.
Write what you think the word means in the second column.
3. Explain why you think your definition makes sense based on the context clues in
the text.
4. Write the dictionary definition.
5. Place a check mark in the last column if the dictionary definition matches what
you thought the word meant.
Word

What I Think the
Word Means

Context Clues

Real Definition

Independent Word Exploration| ©BookPagez.com

Common Core State Standards Correlation
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving Lesson Plans, Resources, and Activities
The lesson plans, resources, and activities for use with “Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who
Saved Thanksgiving” correlate with the following English Language Arts Common Core State
Standards for second grade.
Vocabulary Lesson Plan and Resources
Language
L.2.4a – Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.2.5a – Identify real-life connections between words and their use (eg, describe foods that are
spicy or juicy).
L.2.6 – Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple
relationships (eg, because).

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving CCSS Alignment| ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Word Work

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Instructional Focus:
Vowel-consonant “e” letter combination at the end of a word
Background:
When a word ends with the letter “e”, the preceding vowel most likely makes a
long vowel sound and the “e” is silent.
Examples:
bake

cute

hike

lake

bike

fate

hole

late

cane

fine

hope

lime

cape

five

joke

line

cube

globe

kite

make

Materials and Preparation:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Copy of Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving by
Laurie Halse Anderson
Chart Paper
Markers
A Copy of a Turkey Sheet (1 per student)
A Copy of Word Cards (1 per student)
Pencil
Scissors
Crayons
Vowel-consonant “e” letter combination Practice Page (1 per student)
Optional – Silent “e” Worksheet (1 per student) See Extend Engagement
in Step 2
Optional – Word Detective (1 per student)

Word Work at a Glance |©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Word Work

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Step 1:

Introduce Vowel-consonant “e” letter combination

Introduce the
Focus of
Word Work

• Write the title “Vowel-Consonant-‘e’at the End of a Word” at the
top of chart paper.
• Make five columns with the following headings: “Long a”, “Long
e”, “Long i”, “Long o”, “Long u”.
• Tell children that when a word ends with a vowel-consonant-“e”
letter combination, the vowel usually makes a long vowel
sound and the “e” is silent.
• Write the word “bake” under the “Long a” heading. Read the
word and ask students to repeat the word.
• Underline the “ake” letter combination. Explain that the “vowelconsonant-‘e’” letter combination at the end of the word makes
the “a” long and the “e” silent.
• Draw a macron over the letter “a”. Read the word together.
Follow the same steps for the words “cake” and “cane”.
• Write the name “Steve” under the “Long e” heading. Read the
word and ask students to repeat it.
• Underline the “eve” letter combination. Explain that the “vowelconsonant-‘e’” letter combination at the end of the word makes
the first letter “e” long and the last “e” silent.
• Draw a macron over the first letter “e”. Read the word together.
Follow the same steps for the words “Pete” and “these”.
• Write the word “bike” under the “Long i” heading. Read the
word and ask students to repeat the word.
• Underline the “ike” letter combination. Explain that the “vowelconsonant-e” letter combination at the end of the word makes
the “i” long and the “e” silent.
• Draw a macron over the letter “i”. Read the word together.
Follow the same steps for the words “fine” and “five”.
• Write the word “globe” under the “Long o” heading. Read the
word and ask students to repeat the word.
• Underline the “obe” letter combination. Explain that the “vowelconsonant-‘e’” letter combination at the end of the word makes
the “o” long and the “e” silent.
• Draw a macron over the letter “o”. Read the word together.
Follow the same steps for the words “hole” and “hope”.
• Write the word “cube” under the “Long u” heading. Read the
word and ask students to repeat the word.
• Underline the “ube” letter combination. Explain that the “vowelconsonant-‘e’” letter combination at the end of the word makes
the “u” long and the “e” silent.
• Draw a macron over the letter “u”. Read the word together.
Follow the same steps for the words “cute” and “huge”.

Sample Anchor Chart
Vowel-Consonant-“e” at the
End of the Word
Long
ac

Long e

Long i

Long o

Long u

bāke

Stēve

bīke

glōbe

cūbe

cāke

Pēte

fīne

hōle

cūte

cāne

thēse

fīve

hōpe

hūge

Word Work Lesson Plan | ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Word Work
Step 2:
Connect Word
Work to Reading

Extend Engagement

• Pass out the Silent “e”
Activity Worksheets.
• Students will rewrite
each word and add
a silent “e” at the end
and they will draw a
picture of the new
word.

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Vowel-consonant “e” letter combination in the
Text
• Tell children that you are going to read a page from “Thank You,
Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving” by Laurie Halse
Anderson.
• When they hear a long vowel sound at the end of a word, they
should raise their hand.
• Explain that you will write the word on chart paper so everyone
can look at the word together.
• You will decide as a group if the word follows the vowelconsonant-“e” letter combination.
• If it does follow the letter combination, circle the word. If it does
not follow the letter combination, draw a line through the word.
• Read page four. Exaggerate when reading the following words
to give the children a clue: “celebrate” and “pie”.
• Students will hear other words that end with a long vowel sound,
but the words do not follow the vowel-consonant-“e” pattern;
“feast”, “say”, “turkey”, “cranberries”.
• After reading page four together and working on recognizing the
vowel-consonant-“e” letter pattern, tell children you will read the
whole book. Let them know that they will continue to listen for
words that end with a long vowel sound and remind them to
raise their hand when they hear it.
Examples of Vowel-consonant “e” letter combination Words Found
in the Text:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

brave
female
give
like
place
these
wrote

•
•
•
•
•
•

celebrate
five
hale
make
Poe
time

•
•
•
•
•
•

envelope
gave
invite
pie
same
underestimate

Word Work Lesson Plan | ©BookPagez.com

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving
By: Laurie Halse Anderson

Word Work

Grade Level: 2 / Guided Reading Level: L

Step 3:

Interactive Exploration

Guided Word
Work Practice

• Designate one player to be the caller. Their job is to read the
cards to the players.
• Give the caller a Word Card sheet. Tell them to cut out the
words from the Word Card sheet, shuffle them, and put them in a
pile.
• Hand out a Turkey Sheet and a Word Card sheet to the rest of
the players. Tell players to pick a word from the Word Card sheet
and write it on a feather. Continue to fill in the rest of the
feathers with one word for each feather.
• The caller will pick a card from their pile and read the word to
the players.
• If a player has that word on one of their turkey’s feathers, they
will color in that feather.
• The caller will continue reading the cards, one by one, until a
player has all of their feathers colored. The winner is the first
player to color in all of their feathers.

Step 4:

Practice Page

Independent
Word Work
Practice

• Give each student a copy of Vowel-consonant
“e” letter combination Practice Page.
• Read the directions with the class.
• Tell the students to complete the practice page.
• Monitor students while they work.

Step 5:

Group Discussion

Reconnect and
Reflect on Word
Work

• Bring the students back together.
• Ask students to explain what they learned about words based on
the work they completed.
• Invite students to turn and talk with a partner about their word
work.
• Invite 2-3 students to share what they learned with the group.

Step 6:

Extension Activity

Extend Word Work
(optional)

• Ask students to be on the lookout for vowel-consonant “e” letter
combination words in their own reading. Tell them to write their
words on a sticky note and add them to the anchor chart
(review the added sticky notes with the class later in the day or
before moving on to the next word work lesson).
• Alternatively, students can keep track of the words using the
Word Detective worksheet.
Word Work Lesson Plan | ©BookPagez.com

Silent “e”
Extend Engagement Activity
Directions: Rewrite each word and add a silent “e” at the end. Draw a picture of
the new word.

1. Cap

2. Cub

3. Glob

4. Kit

5. Rob

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

Name:______________________________

Extend Engagement Activity | ©BookPagez.com

Turkey Sheet
Interactive Activity

Guided Word Work Practice | ©BookPagez.com

Word Card Sheet
Interactive Activity

bake

cute

hike

lake

bike

fate

hole

late

cane

fine

hope

lime

cape

five

joke

line

cube

globe

kite

make

Guided Word Work Practice | ©BookPagez.com

Vowel-consonant “e” letter combination
Word Work Practice Page
Directions:
Read the story below. Circle the words that follow the vowel-consonant-“e”
letter combination at the end of the word. Illustrate the story in the box below.

Sarah Hale was a brave woman. She wrote many letters to
politicians to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.
Because of her work, we celebrate Thanksgiving on the
fourth Thursday of every November. We invite our family
and friends for dinner and eat pie under the same roof.

Name:______________________________ Independent Word Work Practice | ©BookPagez.com

Answer Key for Vowel-consonant “e” letter combination
Word Work Practice Page
Directions:
Read the story below. Circle the words that follow the vowel-consonant-“e”
letter combination at the end of the word. Illustrate the story in the box below.

Sarah Hale was a brave woman. She wrote many letters to
politicians to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.
Because of her work, we celebrate Thanksgiving on the
fourth Thursday of every November. We invite our family
and friends for dinner and eat pie under the same roof.

Answer Key for Independent Word Work Practice | ©BookPagez.com

Word Detective: Vowel-consonant “e” letter combination
Extension Activity
Directions:
Be a word detective!
Be on the lookout for vowel-consonant “e” letter combination while
you read. Write the word that you find along with the title of the book
where you found the word, the page, and the sentence with the word
or phrase.
Word

Book Title

Name:_________________________________

Page

Sentence

Word Work Extension Activity | ©BookPagez.com

Common Core State Standards Correlation
Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving Lesson Plans, Resources, and Activities
The lesson plans, resources, and activities for use with “Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who
Saved Thanksgiving” correlate with the following English Language Arts Common Core State
Standards for second grade.
Word Work Lesson Plan and Resources
Reading: Foundational Skills
RF.2.3 – Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
RF.2.4 – Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving CCSS Alignment| ©BookPagez.com

Name: ________________________________ Date: _________________________
Directions:
Make up a holiday you would like the entire school to celebrate every year. Write
a persuasive letter to the principal explaining the holiday and why it’s important to
celebrate the holiday together.
Here are some ideas: Author’s Day, Cake Day, Tongue Twister Day, Origami Day,
Kindness Day, Take A Hike Day, Pickle Day.

Date: _________________
Dear ____________________,
(Principal’s Name)

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Extension Activity | ©BookPagez.com

Running Record
Title: Thank You, Sarah: The Woman
Who Saved Thanksgiving

Guided Reading Text Level: L

Word Count: 100

Name: _______________________________________________ Date: __________________
Accuracy Rate: (# of words correct/100 words) __________________________________
Error Rate: (# of incorrect words/100 words) _____________________________________
Self-Correction Rate: (# of words self-corrected/100 words _______________________
Time: (in seconds) ___________ Words Per Minute: (100/seconds read x 60) ________
Easy
95 %- 100% Accuracy

Instructional
90 %- 94% Accuracy

Hard
50 %- 89% Accuracy

E = Errors SC = Self-Correction M = Meaning
S = Structure/syntax V = Visual

E

Page

1

COUNT
SC

INFORMATION
USED
E
MSV

SC
MSV

You think you know everything about Thanksgiving, don't you? How the
Native Americans saved the Pilgrims from starving…

4

How the Pilgrims held a big feast to celebrate and say thank you: turkey,
pumpkin pie, cranberries-the works. Well, listen up. I have a news flash...

5

We almost lost…

6

Thanksgiving!

7

Didn't know that, did you? It's true. Way, way back, when skirts were long
and hats were tall, Thanksgiving was fading away. Sure, the folks up in
New England celebrated it. They'd roast a turkey and invite the relatives
when the harvest came in. But not in the South, not in

Analysis and Comments:

Tested By: _________________________________
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