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                   KINDERGARTEN

                   ELA CCGPS UNIT PLAN:   2ND 9 Weeks

This unit is provided as a sample of available resources and tasks; it is for informational purposes only. It is your responsibility to investigate the resources listed here to determine their value and appropriateness for your district. GaDOE does not endorse or recommend the purchase or use of any particular resource.



	READING FOCUS:  LITERARY AND INFORMATIONAL (see curriculum map for order)

THEME:  America and Me

	PART  1 EXTENDED TEXT (4.5 WEEKS):

Duck for President by Doreen Cronin (680L)

The Flag We Love by Pam Muñoz Ryan 

I Pledge Allegiance by Bill Martin Jr. and Michael Sampson

America: A Patriotic Primer by Lynne Cheney

THEMATICALLY CONNECTED SHORT TEXTS (mixture of literary and informational):

1. Veteran’s Day (First Step Nonfiction) by Robin Nelson

2. Election Day (Ready-To-Read Robin Hill School - Level 1) by Margaret McNamara (350L)

3. The Bald Eagle (American Symbols) by Pearl, Norman Skeens, and Matthew

4. L is for Liberty by Wendy Cheyette Lewison

5. The Statue of Liberty by Lucille Recht Penner

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS: 

(this list is intended to help you with alternate materials if you are unable to use those listed in the lessons or the books could be placed in a plastic bin for an independent reading discovery center)  

Veteran’s Day (Rookie Read – About Holidays) by Jacqueline S. Cotton (620L)

Veteran’s Day by Rebecca Rissman (460L)

What is Veteran’s Day? by Elaine Landau

The Important Book by Margaret Wise Brown (580L)

Election Day (Rookie Read-About Holidays) by Patricia J. Murphy (410L)

Woodrow for President: A 'Mice' Way to Learn About Voting, Campaigns and Elections (Curriculum Guide) by Peter W. Barnes 

Vote for Me: All about Civics (Beastieville) by Kirsten Hall (230L)

Why Are Elections Important? (Know Your Government) by Jacqueline Laks Gorman (700L)

Election Day (Celebrations in My World) by Lynn Peppas

We Vote by Cynthia Martin

Vote! by Eileen Christelow

If I Ran For President by Catherine Stier (910L)

The Bald Eagle by Lloyd G. Douglas (500L)

The Bald Eagle (First Facts: American Symbols) by Debbie L. Yanuck 

Statue of Liberty (Welcome Books: American Symbols) by Lloyd G. Douglas(510L)

Statue of Liberty (American Symbols) by Firestone, Mary, Skeens, and Matthew (790L)

Wooden Teeth and Jelly Beans by Ray Nelson, Douglas Kelly, et al. (excerpts from pages 55 and 58) 

“The Eagle” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson

“The Statue of Liberty” by Lauren Strange [can be found in A Poem for Every Day! published by Scholastic (2006)] 

Resource websites:

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html  (go to ABCs and click “P” for a description of the President’s job; click on symbols for Bald Eagle and Statue of Liberty)

http://www.webrangers.us/activities/baldeagles/  (you can sign up or go in as a visitor to the National Parks website- use this as a resource for teachers)

http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/citizenship/ussymbols/  (has many movie clips including US Symbols, Statue of Liberty, the President, Thanksgiving, gravity, etc…)

http://www.atozkidsstuff.com/symbols.html  (this is another resource page for teachers)

http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html  (free PowerPoint®  files for teachers to use as a resource)

http://www.primarygames.com/holidays/july4/games/match_up/usa_match.htm  (interactive symbols matching game students can play)

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=FEBC4CB4-08D1-4FE7-810E-72A60A78106E&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
~ Discovery Education United Streaming video of “When the Wind Stops” (11:09) explaining night and day

**This website has many ideas and videos if your library has limited resources for kindergarten**



	PART 2 EXTENDED TEXT (4.5 WEEKS):  

THEMATICALLY CONNECTED SHORT TEXTS (mixture of literary and informational):

1. What is Gravity by Lisa Trumbauer (340L)

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL:    

1. Gravity All Around by David Conrad (410L)



	PART 1 WRITING FOCUS Informational 

This prompt will be your assessment for the first 4.5 weeks:

AFTER 5 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION: (Narrative review)

· After reading The Flag We Love, ask students: think about a time you have seen the flag and review the KQLI chart from previous lessons.

· Write about what you were doing (parade, sports event, school, on a uniform).

· Illustrate the flag using many details and formats including torn paper, color in a black line master, or free hand drawn. 

AFTER 10 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION:

· Choose either the bald eagle, the statue of liberty, or the flag (symbols of America we have discussed). 

· Illustrate using many details.

· Use the KQLI chart (what we Know, our Questions, what we Learned, our Illustrations – see example below), the detailed image, and Venn diagram we created together to write facts about the symbol you chose. 

*For accelerated differentiation: student may use a computer program, such as KidPix, to complete the assignment.

AFTER 15 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION:

· As a review from the 1st 9 week unit, re-read The Important Book and complete the sentence stem.

· “The important thing about being the President is ________________________________________.” 

· Students will use ideas created in the class KQLI chart discussions about the President to complete this prompt.

CULMINATING WRITING ACTIVITY – (first 5 weeks)

· After reading America: A Patriotic Primer, think about the many things we have learned about America and its symbols. 

· Teacher will distribute alphabet pages to each student. Make sure all KQLI posters are visible.

· Direct students to think about our “America and Me” unit and all the facts we have discovered through reading text in various media.

· Students will write and illustrate an idea on each alphabet page to create a class book (very similar to America: A Patriotic Primer).
PART 2 WRITING FOCUS Informational (see curriculum map):

This prompt will be your assessment for the second 4.5 weeks:

· How does gravity affect our lives?

This is the second prompt for this part of the 4.5 weeks:

· How can I explain day and night?

Final writing assessment:

· How can I use transition words to tell someone how to do something?



	Research Connections:

Mock Election: students can vote on favorite cookie, ice cream, etc…  You can have mock debates where candidates can promote and give reasons for voting for their (cookie, ice cream, etc…) and incorporate art when designing campaign signs. 

Book Character Writing: after reviewing the idea at home, students will write about the book character they chose to dress up as. Allow students to sit in the author’s chair and give a summary of the story (you must have modeled the proper technique throughout the 1st 9 weeks of narrative study).

Routine Writing: two are provided to be completed in writing journals during the unit as time allows. 

“The stripes / stars on the flag mean_______________.”

“I saw the flag ____________________________.”

“The Statue of Liberty is ________________________.”

“The best fact to know about the Statue of Liberty is________________.”

“Bald eagles can __________________________.”

“The best fact about a bald eagle is _________________.”

“An election is______________.”

“One job the President has is ______________________.”

“A veteran is______________________.”

“I am thankful for ___________________________________________________.”

“I can make a healthy food choice of ____________________________________.”

“Gravity makes me ___________________________.”

“We have day because ________________________.”

“We have night because ______________________.”

“First, _______________________. Next, ___________________________. Last, _______________________________.”

“First, I like to _______________.” Then, I ___________________________.” Last, I _________________________.”




	PLANS FOR ASSESSMENT 1:  CONNECTING READING TO WRITING AT GRADE-APPROPRIATE LEVEL 

	SKILL BUILDING TASKS

This unit is intended to meet the shared reading and writing workshop segments of a balanced literacy program.  Reading foundation standards (RF), while reinforced in this unit, should be taught directly during daily guided reading and explicit phonics instruction. 

**Summarizing activities are necessary DAILY.

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  What do we know about the US flag? 

	Task: model / shared writing

	Standards:

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative / explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
ELACCKW5: With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 
ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
Instruction:   *If Smart or Promethian boards are not available, complete activities on large chart paper. If boards are available, save images from the activities to print copies for class book.

· Teacher will display a copy of the KQLI chart (see below).

· Students will “turn and tell” a neighbor something they know about the US flag.

· Teacher will ask students for responses and write in the “Know” section of the chart.

· Teacher will display a copy of the US flag; students will take turns sharing the pen to label various parts of the flag.

What we KNOW

Our QUESTIONS

What we LEARNED

Our ILLUSRATIONS
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	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How do I use interrogative words to ask questions about the US flag?

	Task: shared questioning

	Standards:

ELACCKRL1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKL1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
d. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).  
ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
Instruction:

· Teacher will display the KQLI chart from the previous lesson.

· Students will “turn and tell” something about the flag.

· Work together to complete the “Questions” section of the KQLI chart.

· Have students orally express what questions they would like answered about the US flag.

· Teacher will list reasonable ideas in the “Questions” section for the class to view. **Attempt to direct students to use their interrogative words (who, what, where, when, why, and how) to complete the questions – this should make a nice list of questions to address in future class discussions and research.



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How can we research facts and answer questions about the US flag?

	Task: respond to non-fiction

	Standards:

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 

ELACCKW7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a favorite author and express opinions about them). 

ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

Instruction: 

· This activity can take as many days as you would like: 

· Read a variety of sources listed about the flag (texts, website resources, Brainpop video, Powerpoint® documents, etc...). 

· Complete the “L” of the KQLI chart: have students orally express answers to questions they found about the flag. 

· Teacher will list answers in the “L” section.

· Include discussions about unfamiliar vocabulary to clarify students’ understanding. 

AFTER THOROUGH RESEARCH USING THE ABOVE RESOURCES:

· Reintroduce the KQLI chart.

· Have the students review their questions from the previous lesson.

· Students will “turn and tell” something about the flag.

· Read The Flag We Love by Pam Muñoz Ryan; on the first page (and on various other pages throughout the book), ask the students to find the pair of rhyming words.

· Teacher will occasionally include a fact from the bottom boxes on the pages about the flag, especially those that answer any of the students’ questions

from the chart.

· List any answers to the students’ questions on the chart; teacher will discuss and have students verbalize how reading a book helped them find answers to their questions (this is formally called “research”).
· Enlist the help of a few students to complete the “illustration” box on the KQLI.
After this lesson, prepare students the following day for the first assessment:

· Review the KQLI chart from previous lessons. 

· After reading The Flag We Love, ask students: think about a time you have seen the flag.

· Allow students to “turn and tell”.

· Write about what you were doing (parade, sports event, school, on a uniform).

· Illustrate the flag using many details and formats including torn paper, color in a black line master, or free hand drawn. 



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   What do we know about the Statue of Liberty as a US symbol?

	Task:  model / shared writing

	Standards: 

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative / explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.

ELACCKW5: With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 
ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
Instruction:   *If Smart or Promethian boards are not available, complete activities on large chart paper. If boards are available, save images from the activities to print copies for class book.

· Teacher will display a copy of the KQLI chart (see below).

· Students will “turn and tell” a neighbor something they know about the Statue of Liberty.

· Teacher will ask students for responses and write in the “Know” section of the chart.

· Teacher will display a copy of the Statue of Liberty; students will take turns sharing the pen to label various parts of the photo.




What we KNOW

Our QUESTIONS

  What we LEARNED

Our ILLUSRATIONS



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How can we use interrogative words to ask questions about the Statue of Liberty?

	Task: shared questioning

	Standards:

ELACCKRL1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKL1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
d. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).  
ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
Instruction:  *If Smart or Promethian boards are not available, complete activities on large chart paper. If boards are available, save images from the activities to print copies for class book.

· Teacher will display the KQLI chart from the previous lesson.

· Allow students to “turn and tell”.

· Work together to complete the “Questions” section of the KQLI chart.

· Have students orally express what questions they would like answered about the Statue of Liberty.

· Teacher will list reasonable ideas in the “Questions” section for the class to view. **Attempt to direct students to use their interrogative words (who, what, where, when, why, and how) to complete the questions – this should make a nice list of questions to address in future class discussions and research.

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How do we conduct research and answer questions about the Statue of Liberty?  

	Task: Research and text features

	Standards:

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 

ELACCKW7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a favorite author and express opinions about them). 

ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

Instruction: 

· This activity can take as many days as you would like: 

· Read a variety of sources listed about the Statue of Liberty (texts, website resources, Brainpop video, Powerpoint® documents, etc...). 

· Allow students to “turn and tell”.

· Complete the “L” of the KQLI chart: have students orally express answers to questions they found about the Statue of Liberty. 

· Teacher will list answers in the “L” section.

· Include discussions about unfamiliar vocabulary to clarify students’ understanding. 

AFTER THOROUGH RESEARCH USING THE ABOVE RESOURCES:

· Reintroduce the KQLI chart; have the students review their questions from the previous lesson.

· Allow students to “turn and tell”.

· Read The Statue of Liberty by Lucille Recht Penner.

· Teacher will emphasize a discussion about facts that answer any of the students’ questions from the chart.

· List any answers to the students’ questions on the chart; teacher will discuss and have students verbalize how reading a book helped them find answers to their questions (this is formally called “research”).
· Enlist the help of a few students to complete the “illustration” box on the KQLI.
After this lesson, prepare students the following day for the assessment:

· After reading The Statue of Liberty ask students: think about some facts you thought are best to remember about the statue.

· Allow students to “turn and tell”.

· Write to finish this prompt: “The best fact to know about the statue of liberty is____________.”

· Illustrate the statue using many details through free hand drawing. 

Instruction: *If Smart or Promethian boards are not available, complete activities on large chart paper. If boards are available, save images from the activities to print copies for class book.

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How can we compare our teacher to the Statue of Liberty?

	Task: Discussion / Thinking / Expression

	Standards:

ELACCKRI3: With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

ELACCKRL9: With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories.

Instruction:  

· Have students sit on the floor in a large circle.  Display two hoola-hoops in the center of the circle and tell students we will use these today to help us compare two objects we know about.  
· Lay the two hoola-hoops down on the ground next to one another but not overlapping.  Teacher will stand in one hoop and put the KQLI chart about the Statue of Liberty in the other.  
· Ask students to tell you things about the statue.  Write their ideas on index cards and place them in the hoop for the statue.  
· Repeat this for the teacher.  
· Ask if any of the cards in the circles are the same.  Be sure as you are eliciting student responses to guide them in such a manner as some will overlap. For example:  the statue and my teacher are both women, they both carry books, etc. (this should be a fun activity for all).  
· When students begin to see that several similarities exist between the teacher and statue, take those cards out of the hoops.  Ask, “How can we show these things are similar to both?”  
· After listening to student suggestions, demonstrate taking the hoops and overlapping them forming a new space in the center.  Put the cards that were in common in the center space.  
· Go back over the similarities and differences between the two using the now completed Venn Diagram.  
· As a summarizing activity, have students complete a “ticket out the door” by providing one example of how the two are similar and one example of how they are different.


	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   What do we know about the bald eagle as a US symbol?

	Task:  Share what we know

	Standards: 

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative / explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
ELACCKW5: With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 
ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

Instruction:   *If Smart or Promethian boards are not available, complete activities on large chart paper. If boards are available, save images from the activities to print copies for class book.

· Teacher will display a copy of the KQLI chart (see below).

· Students will “turn and tell” a neighbor something they know about the bald eagle.

· Teacher will ask students for responses and write in the “Know” section of the chart.

What we KNOW

Our QUESTIONS

What we LEARNED

Our ILLUSRATIONS

· Teacher will display a copy of the bald eagle; students will take turns sharing the pen to label various parts of the picture.
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	ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How do we conduct research and answer questions about the bald eagle?  

	Task: Research and text features

	Standards:

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 

ELACCKW7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a favorite author and express opinions about them). 

ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

Instruction: 

· This activity can take as many days as you would like: 

· Read a variety of sources listed about the bald eagle (texts, website resources, Brainpop video, Powerpoint® documents, etc...). 

· Complete the “L” of the KQLI chart: have students orally express answers to questions they found about the bald eagle. 

· Teacher will list answers in the “L” section.

· Include discussions about unfamiliar vocabulary to clarify students’ understanding. 

AFTER THOROUGH RESEARCH USING THE ABOVE RESOURCES:

· Reintroduce the KQLI chart; have the students review their questions from the previous lesson.

· Allow students to “turn and tell”.

· Read The Bald Eagle (First Facts: American Symbols) by Debbie L. Yanuck 

· Teacher will emphasize a discussion about facts that answer any of the students’ questions from the chart.

· List any answers to the students’ questions on the chart; teacher will discuss and have students verbalize how reading a book helped them find answers to their questions (this is formally called “research”).
· Enlist the help of a few students to complete the “illustration” box on the KQLI.


	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How can we compare our teacher to the bald eagle?

	Task: Discussion / Thinking / Expression

	Standards:

ELACCKRI3: With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

ELACCKRL9: With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories.

Instruction: 

· Have students sit on the floor in a large circle.  Display two hoola-hoops in the center of the circle and tell students we will use these today to help us compare two objects we know about.  
· Lay the two hoola-hoops down on the ground next to one another but not overlapping.  Teacher will stand in one hoop and put the KQLI chart about the bald eagle in the other.  
· Ask students to tell you things about the bald eagle.  Write their ideas on index cards and place them in the hoop for the bald eagle.  
· Repeat this for the teacher.  
· Ask if any of the cards in the circles are the same.  Be sure as you are eliciting student responses to guide them in such a manner as some will overlap. For example:  the eagle and my teacher are both alive, they both eat meat, etc. (this should be a fun activity for all).  
· When students begin to see that several similarities exist between the teacher and bald eagle, take those cards out of the hoops.  Ask, “How can we show these things are similar in both?”  
· After listening to student suggestions, demonstrate taking the hoops and overlapping them forming a new space in the center.  Put the cards that were in common in the center space.  
· Go back over the similarities and differences between the two using the now completed Venn diagram.  
· As a summarizing activity, have students complete a “ticket out the door” by providing one example of how the two are similar and one example of how they are different.



	PLANS FOR ASSESSMENT 2:  CONNECTING READING TO WRITING AT GRADE-APPROPRIATE LEVEL 

	PROMPT: AFTER 10 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION:

· Choose either the bald eagle, the statue of liberty, or the US flag (symbols of America we have discussed); illustrate using many details; use the anchor chart of facts, the KQLI (what we Know; our Questions; what we Learned; our Illustrations) chart, the detailed images, and Venn diagrams we created together to write facts about the symbol you chose. 

*For accelerated differentiation: student may use a computer program, such as KidPix, to complete the assignment.

PROMPT: AFTER 15 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION

As a review from the 1st 9 week unit, re-read The Important Book and complete the sentence stem: “The important thing about being the President is ________.” Students will use ideas created in the class anchor chart discussion about the President to complete this prompt.

*For accelerated differentiation: student may use a computer program, such as KidPix, to complete the assignment.



	SKILL BUILDING TASKS

Note: tasks may take more than a single day. Include a task to teach EVERY skill students will need to succeed on the assessment prompt above. Language, Foundations, and Speaking/Listening standards must be incorporated so that all standards are adequately addressed throughout the year. 

**Summarizing activities are necessary DAILY.

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  What is an election? 

	Task:  text features / discussion

	Standards: 

ELACCKRI5: Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book. 
ELACCKRI6: Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text. 

ELACCKSL5: Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 
ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
Instruction:

· Teacher will introduce book We Vote by Cynthia Martin by conducting a picture walk (display each page and allow the students a few seconds to “turn and tell” a neighbor about what they see and make predictions about the book).

· Point out non-fiction book elements (front cover, back cover, title page, title, and author); discuss why there is no second name for illustrator.

· After reading book, generate a list of things people can choose to vote for (narrow focus to decisions made in the classroom to guide students in the beginning – ex. When doing graphing activities about favorite food, color, etc…).

· Explain how this is similar to how adults vote in elections for representatives or how to spend money.

· Describe tomorrow’s activity of a mock election where students will cast their vote for their favorite cookie (or ice cream, color, subject, etc).

~Prepare ahead of time the 3 choices of cookies to be voted on and have a group of students make “campaign signs” to inform voters of their choices. 

*Digital cameras and photographs can be used on campaign signs to add an element of technology to this project.



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   What is the President’s job?

	Task: research

	Standards:

ELACCKRL7: With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts). 

ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
Instruction: 

· Teacher will display a copy of the KQLI chart (students should be familiar enough with this graphic organizer that it can be completed in a shorter amount of time).

· Students will “turn and tell” a neighbor something they know about the president.

· Teacher will ask students for responses and write in the “Know” section of the chart.

· Work together to complete the “Questions” section of the KQLI chart.

· Have students orally express what questions they would like answered about the president.

· Teacher will list reasonable ideas in the “Questions” section for the class to view. **Direct students to use their interrogative words (who, what, where, when, why, and how) to complete the questions.

· Read excerpts from pages 55 and 58 in Wooden Teeth and Jelly Beans by Ray Nelson, Douglas Kelly, et al. to find answers to students’ questions

· Teacher will display a picture of the president; students will take turns sharing the pen to label various parts of the photo.



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How can we compare our teacher to the President?

	Task: Discussion / Thinking / Expression

	Standards:

ELACCKRI3: With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

ELACCKRL9: With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories.

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
Instruction: 

· Have students sit on the floor in a large circle.  Display two hoola-hoops in the center of the circle and tell students we will use these today to help us compare two objects we know about.  
· Lay the two hoola-hoops down on the ground next to one another but not overlapping.  Teacher will stand in one hoop and put the KQLI chart about the president in the other.  
· Ask students to tell you things about the president.  Write their ideas on index cards and place them in the hoop for the president.  
· Repeat this for the teacher.  
· Ask if any of the cards in the circles are the same.  Be sure as you are eliciting student responses to guide them in such a manner as some will overlap. For example:  the president and my teacher are both human, they both help people, etc. (this should be a fun activity for all).  
· When students begin to see that several similarities exist between the teacher and president, take those cards out of the hoops.  Ask, “How can we show these things are similar to both?”  
· After listening to student suggestions, demonstrate taking the hoops and overlapping them forming a new space in the center.  Put the cards that were in common in the center space.  
· Go back over the similarities and differences between the two using the now completed Venn diagram.  
· As a summarizing activity, have students complete a “ticket out the door” by providing one example of how the two are similar and one example of how they are different.


	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  Why do we celebrate Veteran’s Day? 

	Task:  discuss / research / respond

	Standards: 

ELACCKRL7: With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts). 

ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
Instruction: 

· Students will “turn and tell” a neighbor something they know about a veteran.

· Teacher will ask students for responses about why people are called “Veterans”.

· Read Veteran’s Day (First Step Nonfiction) by Robin Nelson

· Teacher will display a picture of a soldier; students will take turns sharing the pen to label various parts of the photo.

· Have student complete one of the journal prompts listed above about Veterans in their writing journal.



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   Why do we celebrate Thanksgiving?

	Task:  discuss / research / respond

	Standards:

ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
Instruction: 

· Students will “turn and tell” a neighbor something they know about thanksgiving.

· Teacher will ask students for responses about how we had the first thanksgiving.

· Display the pages of the book and allow students a few seconds to” turn and tell” something to their neighbor about predictions they can make about the book.

· Read The First Thanksgiving by Linda Hayward.

· Have student complete one of the journal prompts listed above about thanksgiving in their writing journal.



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  What are we thankful for? 

	Task:  discuss / read / respond

	Standards: 

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
ELACCKL6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts. 
Instruction:

· Students will “turn and tell” a neighbor something they are thankful for.

· Read Feeling Thankful by Shelly Rotner and Sheila Kelly

· Have student complete one of the journal prompts listed above about being thankful in their writing journal.




	PLANS FOR ASSESSMENT 3:  CONNECTING READING TO WRITING AT GRADE-APPROPRIATE LEVEL 

	PROMPT: How does gravity affect our daily lives?

	SKILL BUILDING TASKS

This unit is intended to meet the shared reading and writing workshop segments of a balanced literacy program.  Reading foundation standards (RF), while reinforced in this unit, should be taught directly during daily guided reading and explicit phonics instruction. 

**Summarizing activities are necessary DAILY.

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   What is gravity?

	Task:  KQLI research

	Standards: 

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
ELACCKW3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
Instruction:

· Teacher will display a copy of the KQLI chart (see below).

· Students will “turn and tell” a neighbor something they know about gravity.

· Teacher will ask students for responses and write in the “Know” and “Questions” sections of the chart.

· Show the BrainpopJr video on gravity under the Science section.

· Give students free write time in their journals to complete the prompt “Gravity makes me ____________.”



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How does gravity work?

	Task:  research / respond

	Standards:

ELACCKW3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 
ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
Instruction: 

· Review KQLI chart from previous lesson.

· Allow students to “turn and tell” what they learned about gravity.

· Read What is Gravity by Lisa Trumbauer and discuss what happens when we throw things in the air.

· Direct students answer their questions from the chart using information from the book and Brainpop video in previous lesson. 

· Fill in their responses in the “Learned” section.

· Make a class gravity book by having students illustrate how gravity affects things they do (give suggestions such as throwing a ball, riding a bike, standing on one foot, jumping in the air, etc… You could practice and demonstrate some of these activities in the classroom and get ideas from students).



	Task: PART 2 – first assessment: How does gravity affect our lives?

	Standards:

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
ELACCKW3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 
ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
Instruction: 

· Read first prompt of part 2 to students and have them respond on individual paper: “How does gravity affect our lives?”

· Place student responses in a class book.



	PLANS FOR ASSESSMENT 4:  CONNECTING READING TO WRITING AT GRADE-APPROPRIATE LEVEL 

	PROMPT: How can we use transition words to describe our day?

· Using a tri fold paper with the headings morning, afternoon, and evening, ask students to illustrate an activity they do during each of those times of the day; ask them to describe each activity using details; 



	SKILL BUILDING TASKS

This unit is intended to meet the shared reading and writing workshop segments of a balanced literacy program.  Reading foundation standards (RF), while reinforced in this unit, should be taught directly during daily guided reading and explicit phonics instruction. 

**Summarizing activities are necessary DAILY.

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How can we use transition words to explain how to do something?

	Task:  discuss / write / illustrate 

	Standards: 

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
ELACCKW3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 
ELACCKW8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
Instruction:

· This is meant to take several days: 

· Each day introduce a topic so students can discuss, write, and illustrate the order to do things.

· Many ideas include:

· How to make a sandwich

· How to cook a turkey

· How to make the color green

· How to decorate a tree

· How to draw a flower

· Use topics of interest in your class and with the time of year.



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How can we describe night and day?

	Task:  using transition words

	Standards:

ELACCKW3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 
ELACCKSL4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail. 
ELACCKSL5: Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 
Instruction: 

· Teacher will show united streaming video of “When the Wind Stops” (11 minutes 9 seconds – requires a login)

· http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=FEBC4CB4-08D1-4FE7-810E-72A60A78106E&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Have students use words first, next, last prompts to describe their favorite parts of the day in order.

First, 

Next, 

Last,

· Students will add words or have teacher dictate and then add illustrations (differentiate according to students’ strengths).



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How can we use transition words to describe our day?

	Task:  final assessment

	Standards:

ELACCKW3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 
ELACCKSL4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail. 
ELACCKSL5: Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 
Instruction: 

· Allow students to “turn and tell” about their day.

· Provide them with the tri-fold paper with headings: morning, afternoon, evening.

· Ask students to illustrate an activity they do during each of those times of the day.

· Ask them to describe each activity using details.
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