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Try out 
Ready Teacher Toolbox

Free Trial!

Ready Teacher Toolbox is a digital collection of instructional resources for Grades K–8. These tools are 
organized by standard, so teachers can quickly find what they are looking for and differentiate instruction 
for their students who are performing on, below, and above grade level.

See next page for access instructions.

The resources in the Teacher Toolbox can help you:

1
Provide scaffolded opportunities for 
students to access on-grade level 
instruction with K–8 Ready lessons

3
 

Increase student participation and 
engagement with Interactive 
Tutorials

2
 

www.i-ready.com
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Tools for Instruction

Phonics  I  Level 3  I  Multisyllabic Words: Three to Five Syllables  I  Page 1 of 3

Multisyllabic Words: Three to Five Syllables
By looking for familiar “chunks” within words, students can strategically decode words of three or more syllables. 

require more than one try, because of the variability of stresses and syllabication, but students should self-

activities, select words from the word list Multisyllabic Words: Three to Five Syllables (page 3) 
that are appropriate for your students.

Three Ways to Teach
Understanding Syllable Stress  10–15 minutes

• 

• Think aloud to show that the word doesn’t sound right, and enlist students’ help in syllabicating the word 

Display the word elephant.

I can show the syllables like this: e/leph/ant. I’ll say the syllables: ee-LEF-ant. I’ve never heard of that word. 
What should I do? I can make the syllables el/e/phant, and say elephant.

• Use your example word to point out that a stressed syllable gets a stronger beat than the other syllables. 

• Display the symbol for a schwa, . Explain that an unstressed syllable may have a schwa vowel sound—the 
about and the second syllable of famous. Explain that any vowel letter and many 

combinations of vowel letters can spell the schwa sound.

• Display three-syllable words, such as those shown. Guide students to read each word, syllable by syllable. 
Use loud and soft claps to draw attention to stressed and unstressed vowel sounds. 

accident      element   monitor   resident

• Have students copy the word, use slashes to show the syllables, and underline the syllable that gets the 
most stress. Have students say the whole word naturally and then use it in an oral sentence.

Building a Word Chunk by Chunk 10–15 minutes

• 
the new word and tell the meaning of the word. See the examples below.

predict fortune art 
predictable fortunate artist 
unpredictable fortunately artistic 
unpredictably unfortunately artistically
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Make a Ten to Add Within 20
Objective Use a ten frame to solve 71, 81, and 91 facts. Materials Two-color counters, Ten Frames (page 3)

Recognizing and understanding ten allows students to make sense of the numeration system and to use pattern 
and structure as they calculate. Knowing different ways to make a ten, such 1 1 9, 2 1 8, and 3 1 7, can help 
students add and subtract quickly and reliably. In this activity, students make a ten to help them understand and 
solve basic addition facts. For example, when adding 9 1 6, they will add 9 1 1 to make a 10, and then add 5 
more. Later, students will use this understanding to make tens while adding three numbers and while computing 
mentally. The idea of making a ten can also provide a basis for the subtraction strategy of breaking apart 
numbers to make tens in subtraction. 

Step by Step 20–30 minutes

1  Make a ten.
• Give the student a blank Ten Frame (page 3).

• Have the student put 8 counters in the ten frame, as shown. 

• Ask: How do you show 8 1 2 on the ten frame? Guide the 
student to add two counters to fill in the two open spots. 

• Explain that filling all of the ten spaces on the ten frame is “making a ten.”

Support English Learners Since the word make has multiple meanings, the phrase make a ten may be 
confusing. Remind the student that making something can mean putting parts together, like puzzle pieces or 
recipe ingredients. To make a ten, you look for two numbers that add to ten.

2  Model 8 1 3. 
• Ask: What would happen if you tried to show 8 1 3 on the ten frame? Use counters 

to show that the ten frame would be filled, with one left over. 

• Help the student verbalize that she “made a ten” and had one counter left over. 
Ask: How do you write the number for 1 ten and 1 leftover one? (11) 

• Write the number sentence shown. Use counters to illustrate that when you add 
8 1 3, you can break the 3 into 2 1 1, giving you 8 1 2 1 1. Point out that you 
can add the 8 and 2 first to “make a ten,” and then add the 1 to find the answer.

3  Use the make-a-ten strategy to add other facts. 
• Use this approach to teach other facts with 7, 8, and 9. 

• Have the student use ten frames and counters. Record the corresponding number sentences, emphasizing to 
the student how to “make a ten” in each problem. 

• As the student seems to be ready, challenge her to do more of the work, including describing how to make a 
ten. If possible, encourage the student to strive for doing the activity mentally without using the ten frame. 

8 1 3 5 8 1 2 1 1

 10 1 1

8 1 3 5 11

Reteach prerequisite standards or 
provide purposeful enrichment 
with Tools for Instruction and 
Prerequisite Lessons

4
 

Support implementation of whole 
class and small group instruction 
with classroom routines and 
discourse supports

4
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Explore more of the resources inside with a free trial!
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 START BY REGISTERING YOUR TEACHER TOOLBOX 

1   Click on the Teacher Toolbox icon in the i-Ready® top 
navigation menu, or visit Teacher-Toolbox.com and click  
“Register Now.”

2  Add your email address and create a password.

3   Enter your first and last names, and search for your school 
by school name or school zip code. Then, select your 
school from the menu provided.

4   Select your role and the grade level you work with. 
Note: All users will have access to content for all grade levels.

ACTIVATE YOUR TEACHER TOOLBOX TO ACCESS THE RESOURCES INSIDE

 1   Check your email and activate your 
account by clicking on the link.

2   Log in using your email address and the 
password you created. Click “Log In” to 
activate your account.

3     When you’re asked to “View or add 
license code,” enter your trial code in 
the field provided. Then, click ”Submit” 
to gain access.

Register and Activate Your Teacher 
Toolbox Trial to Gain Access 
Follow the steps below to get started with your Teacher Toolbox trial.

PART 1

PART 2

Trial Code:

Expiration Date:

Mandy Harris


Mandy Harris
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