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                   KINDERGARTEN 

                   ELA CCGPS UNIT PLAN:   3rd  9 WEEKS 

This unit is provided as a sample of available resources and tasks; it is for informational purposes only. It is your responsibility to investigate the resources listed here to determine their value and appropriateness for your district. GaDOE does not endorse or recommend the purchase or use of any particular resource.



	READING FOCUS:  LITERARY AND INFORMATIONAL 

THEME:  Leader by Day, Superhero by Night!



	PART  1 EXTENDED TEXT (4.5 WEEKS):

1. What Makes Day and Night By Franklyn Branley (230L)

2. What the Sun Sees, What the Moon Sees By Nancy Tafuri

3. Eliot Jones, Midnight Superhero By Anne Cottringer

THEMATICALLY CONNECTED SHORT TEXTS (mixture of literary and informational):

-Day and Night by Teddy Newton

-The Sun is Always Shining Somewhere By Allan Fowler, 1992, Children's Book Press, ISBN 0516449060

-Day and Night By Henry Pluckrose, 2001, published by Gareth Stevens, ISBN 0836829581

-What Makes Day and Night? By Franklyn Branley, 1999, published by Bt Bound Publishers, ISBN 0808523775

-At Night by Jonathan Bean

-Goodnight Moon  by Margaret Wise Brown

-Good Night, Mr. Night  by Dan Yaccarino

-Our Very Own Star, the Sun Grade Level: K-4 Retrieved from  http://sunearthday.nasa.gov/2010/multimedia/books.php 

-Sun up, Sun Down By Gail Gibbons several activities can be retrieved from http://blog.richmond.edu/openwidelookinside/archives/279
-If I Were a Superhero by Jack Novak Retrieved from  http://www.helium.com/items/698004-poetry-poems-for-children 

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL:    

The Sun by Gareth Lancaster Retrieved from http://www.fizzyfunnyfuzzy.com/showpoem.php?poemID=4 




	PART 2 EXTENDED TEXT (4.5 WEEKS):  

1. Meet George Washington By Patricia Pingry

2. The Story of Abraham Lincoln By Patricia Pingry

3. Presidents Day By Anne Rockwell

4. U.N.I.Q.U.E. KIDS: Growing My Leadership Garden By Debra Slover
THEMATICALLY CONNECTED SHORT TEXTS (mixture of literary and informational):

 -How To Be A Superhero by Rachel Yu

- Being A Leader by Cassie Mayer  ISBN 978-0-431-18677-1

- Your Song by Mark Hoog ISBN ISBN 0-9770391-0-2

- Dream Machine by Mark Hoog ISBN 0-9770391-1-0

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL:    



	PART 1 WRITING FOCUS (Opinion)

This prompt will be your assessment for the first 4.5 weeks:

AFTER 10 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION: (Writing Genre: Opinion)
Review the facts that have been discussed about things seen in the day and things seen at night. Review the facts recorded on the “Day and Night Fact Sheet” chart paper.  Add any important words to the “Day and Night Word Wall” chart paper. Students will create a picture of the night sky using the black construction paper side by using white and yellow crayons. Students will create a picture of the daytime sky using the white construction paper side. After reviewing the books, 1. What Makes Day and Night By Franklyn Branley (230L) and 2. What the Sun Sees, What the Moon Sees By Nancy Tafuri, students will finish the sentence starter for each side… “The Sun sees me _________.  The Moon sees me _________”
AFTER 12 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION: (Writing Genre: Narrative)

Reread Eliot Jones, Midnight Superhero. Discuss the facts (things you could really see at night) and the things that are fiction.  Create a list of things that could really be seen at night and a list of ideas a superhero could do at night. Create a title “Student Name, Midnight Superhero” and list at the top of the cape writing paper. Review the list of possible ideas that a superhero could do at night and allow students to choose one that they would do if they were a superhero. Students illustrate their heroic deed and complete the sentence starter. “I am _______________, the midnight superhero. I will save the day by ___________
PART 2 WRITING FOCUS (Narrative/Informational/Opinion (see curriculum map):

This prompt will be your assessment for the second 4.5 weeks:

AFTER 10 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION: (Writing Genre: Opinion)
Review how George Washington and Abraham Lincoln showed leadership. Create a shared writing describing the leadership characteristics that each president displayed. Each student is responsible for creating a page in a class book, “We Are Leaders”, that describes how they have a similar leadership characteristic to Abraham Lincoln or George Washington. Sentence starters may include: Abraham Lincoln showed _____(leadership characteristic)____ when he ___________. I am like Abraham Lincoln because I am _______(same characteristic) _______________ when I ____________________. Ask students to provide 2/3 reasons that can persuade readers that these character traits are similar. 

AFTER 12 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION: (Writing Genre: Narrative)

Discuss the responsibilities that George Washington and Abraham Lincoln had. Create a class list of responsibilities Kindergarten students have. Students will create a writing, “President For the Day”, that describes what they would do if they were president of the school, classroom, or their house. What rules would they create?



	Research Connections:

Routine Writing:

Goodnight Moon

After reading Goodnight Moon, discuss all of the things the little boy says goodnight to before he goes to bed. Ask children to imagine that they are in their room. They are going to change the story to a class book titled “Good Morning Sun”. Create a list of things they may say good morning to. Have students create a picture that illustrates their sentence “Good Morning _________”. 

If I Were A Super Hero

After reading the poem “If I Were A Super Hero” challenge students to suggest new ideas that a super hero might do. Students create their own super hero picture and finish the sentence, “If I were a super hero, I would ____________________”

Journal

At the end of each appropriate lesson complete entries in  a “Leader by day, Super hero by night” journal with the following sentence starters on each page:

During the day I see _____________________

At night I see ___________________________

Abraham Lincoln was a leader because ___________________________

George Washington was a leader because ____________________________

Super heroes can _______________________________

I am a leader because ______________________________

If I were a superhero I would _________________________________




	PLANS FOR ASSESSMENT 1:  CONNECTING READING TO WRITING AT GRADE-APPROPRIATE LEVEL 

	PROMPT:

PART 1 WRITING FOCUS (Informational/Narrative)

This prompt will be your assessment for the first 4.5 weeks:

AFTER 10 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION: (Writing Genre: Opinion)
Review the facts that have been discussed about things seen in the day and things seen at night. Review the facts recorded on the “Day and Night 

Fact Sheet” chart paper.  Add any important words to the “Day and Night Word Wall” chart paper. Students will create a picture of the night 

sky using the black construction paper side by using white and yellow crayons. Students will create a picture of the daytime sky using the 

white construction paper side. Students will finish the sentence starter for each side… I like daytime because during the day I can __________________” 

and “I like nighttime because at night I can _______________________”
AFTER 12 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION: (Writing Genre: Narrative)

Reread Eliot Jones, Midnight Superhero. Discuss the facts (things you could really see at night) and the things that are fiction.  Create a list of things that could really be seen at night and a list of ideas a superhero could do at night. Create a title “Student Name, Midnight Superhero” and list at the top of the cape writing paper. Review the list of possible ideas that a superhero could do at night and allow students to choose one that they would do if they were a 

superhero.  Students illustrate their heroic deed and complete the sentence starter. “I am _______________, the midnight superhero. I will save the day by ___________



	SKILL BUILDING TASKS

This unit is intended to meet the shared reading and writing workshop segments of a balanced literacy program.  Reading foundation standards (RF), while reinforced in this unit, should be taught directly during daily guided reading and explicit phonics instruction.



	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 

How are fiction and non-fiction books different?

How can the organization of a non-fiction book help me understand the meaning of the topic?

How am I similar to characters in a fiction book?

Why is it important for me to understand how verbs are used in a sentence?

Why does understanding words that are opposites help me understand the meaning of the story?



	Task:  Shared Reading/Writing                                                     

	Standards:

ELACCKRL1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKRL3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing

 about and supply some information about the topic.

Instruction

Discuss with the children things they do during the day and things they do at night.  Talk about the differences in day and night.  Discuss the differences in the sky during the day and during the night. Have the children create a bulletin board double mural with pictures and/or words that describes what we do during the day and another showing what we do during the night.  Read a fiction book about day and night such as What the Sun Sees, What the Moon Sees by Nancy Tafuri.  Discuss the story, noting key details, including the settings, illustrations, and key events about the story.  Children may want to add pictures to the murals after the story.   
Have children create their own “what the sun sees, what the moon sees” book.  They will include drawings, words, or short sentences that show what they do 

during the day and what they do at night.  After children have completed their books, have them read with a partner.  They should be prepared to share with the 

class the activities that both of them did during the day, during the night.



	Task: Shared reading and responding about non-fiction text

	Standards:

ELACCKRI1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKRI2: With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

.
Read a non-fiction book about day and night.  Before reading, pose the question ‘What do you think causes day and night?”  Write the student responses down 

under the title “What we THINK” on chart paper.  Explain to the students that real scientist have to prove information before it becomes a fact. Tell students that 

if they hear something from the story that was written on the ‘THINK’ chart paper, and it is true, then it will be copied on the  ‘What we KNOW’ chart paper. 

After reading, transfer the highlighted facts to the ‘What we KNOW’ chart paper.  Some examples of books to read: The Sun is Always Shining Somewhere by 

Allan Fowler  and Sun Up, Sun Down by Jacqui Bailey.  
Choose and read another non-fiction book on the topic of day and night.  Before you read, review facts that were placed on the “KNOW” chart paper. Explain that 

several books can be written on one topic. Challenge the students to listen for similar facts from the previous non-fiction book and new facts about daytime. After 

you read, add new facts to list.  



	Task: Organization of non-fiction texts

	Standards: 

ELACCKRI9: With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, 

descriptions, or procedures).

Instruction:

Do a “walk-through” of two non-fiction books looking specifically at how the book is organized.  

Talk about the charts, diagrams, highlighted words, and pictures in both books and how these features help the reader understand the text.  

Discuss as a whole group how the two books are similar and how the books are different.  

Give the students several non-fiction books and have them look for diagrams, pictures, tables, highlighted words, etc.  



	Task: Sequencing/ Individual illustrations and writing

	Standards:

ELACCKRL1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKRL3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.

ELACCKRL7: With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

ELACCKW3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

Talk about nighttime routines. For example, straighten room, take a bath, brush teeth, put on pajamas, read a favorite book, give goodnight kisses, and close eyes. 

Ask students to think about their bedtime routine and then share with a partner. Ask a few students to share out loud with the whole group. Ask the students if 

they have ever had a hard time falling asleep. Explain that in the book, At Night by Jonathan Bean, the little girl is trying to go to sleep, but just can’t fall asleep. 

Ask the students to listen to the way she solves this problem. 

Review the book At Night by asking guiding questions so that students recall the details and sequence of the story.  Have students share about times they have 

had trouble going to sleep and what they did to help them sleep.

After reading the book, discuss what the little girl did to fall asleep. As a group, sequence the story by discussing all of the tasks the girl did in order to fall asleep.

Fold plain paper into four sections and explain to students that they will sequence in four steps what they do to get ready for bed.  Have students first illustrate 

their bedtime routine, then label the picture, then write a sentence in each category to describe the steps taken to go to bed.

At a second reading of the book, tell the students that you to concentrate this time on just the pictures. Ask the students to explain how the story is similar to the 

pictures and how the story is different. (The story never talks about the mom, but the mom is a very big part of the changing scenes in the illustrations.) 

Why do you think the author decided to do this?



	Task: Sorting words into categories; opposites

	Standards:

ELACCKL5: With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

a. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent.

b. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them to their opposites (antonyms).
Discuss with the class about how words can have opposite meanings, such as day and night.  

Create a list of opposites and go over the list with the class as a group.  Talk about the meanings of each word.  Make cards with one of the words for each student.

Have the student illustrate the word. 

Review the opposite word list and what each word means. Group the students in pairs to play concentration by placing the note cards face down and trying to 

match the opposite words together.  

When the game is over, have the students sort the words into two groups, day and night, and explain why they put the words 

into the categories that they did. 

day—night       sun-moon 
light-dark 
hot—cold
awake—asleep       dusk—dawn    beginning-end
 cloudy—clear
    morning—evening
   

early—late

 Put all of the words and student illustrations together to create a class book about opposites.



	Task: Shared Writing and Categorizing

	Standards: 

ELACCKRL1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKRL3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.

ELACCKKRL9: With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of the characters in familiar stories.

ELACCKRL10: Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

ELACCKW3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

Ask the class what they think the word “Superhero” means.  Have students share with their neighbor what someone has to do to become a superhero. 

Call on a few students to share their answers. 

Read Eliot Jones, Midnight Superhero by Anne Cottringer.. Draw a picture of Eliot Jones during the day on one piece of chart paper and Eliot Jones as a 

Superhero on another piece of chart paper. Ask the students to describe Eliot Jones during the day and record on the chart. Next, ask the students to describe the 

character during the night and record on the chart. Explain to students that in fiction books the author sometimes includes things that can really happen and things 

that are not possible. Reread the chart to the students, one sentence at a time, and talk about the things that could happen and the “superhero” traits.  Discuss if the 

“superhero” traits could actually happen.  Call on students one at a time to tell you if the statement could happen or not. 

After reading the story, ask students to consider how they are similar to and how they are different from the character, Eliot Jones.  Have students decide which

 “superhero” traits they would like to have and why. Create a title “Student Name, Midnight Superhero” and list at the top of a caped-shape writing paper. 

Review the list of possible ideas that a superhero could do at night and allow students to choose one that they would do if they were a superhero. 

Students illustrate their heroic deed and complete the sentence starter. “I am _______________, the midnight superhero. I will save the day by 
        __________________________.”



	Task: Recognize verbs; Create complete sentences to share aloud

	Standards: 

ELACCKRL5: Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems).

ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

ELACCKSL6: Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

ELACCKL1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

f. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 

ELACCKL5: With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

b. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them to their opposites (antonyms).
Instruction:  

Read the poem If I Were a Superhero by Jack Novak Retrieved from  http://www.helium.com/items/698004-poetry-poems-for-children. Point out the rhyming 

words and the rhythm of the poem.  Talk about how rhyme and rhythm are characteristic of poems.  

Ask the students to determine the superhero qualities that the author of this poem suggested for superheroes. 

Record the superhero traits on chart paper. 

Define a verb and review a list of verbs with the students. 

Explain that you will read the verb and they will create a sentence to share with the class that explains how a superhero would use the verb. Record the sentence 

and then continue to the next verb. 

Verb list: appear, attack, avoid, bake, bang, beam, blink, boil, bounce, charge, cover, crack, crash, crawl, cry, detect, drag, escape, fetch, fool, grab, 

juggle, kick




	PLANS FOR ASSESSMENT 2:  CONNECTING READING TO WRITING AT GRADE-APPROPRIATE LEVEL 

	PART 2 WRITING FOCUS (Narrative/Informational/Opinion (see curriculum map):

This prompt will be your assessment for the second 4.5 weeks:

AFTER 10 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION: (Writing Genre: Opinion)

Review the leadership qualities of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Create a shared writing describing the leadership characteristics that each president displayed. Each student will contribute a page in a class book titled, “We Are Leaders.” Students will write a sentence naming a leadership quality of George Washington or Abraham Lincoln and how they also have that quality.  Sentence starters may include: Abraham Lincoln showed _____(leadership characteristic)____ when he ___________. I am like Abraham Lincoln because I am _______(same characteristic) _______________ when I ____________________.  Ask students to provide at least 2 reasons that explain to readers what they do that shows they have this leadership trait.
AFTER 12 DAYS OF INSTRUCTION: (Writing Genre: Narrative)

Discuss the responsibilities that George Washington and Abraham Lincoln had while being leaders of our country. Create a class list of responsibilities that are important for being a good citizen in kindergarten. Students will write about what they would do if they were President for a day.  The writing piece will describe what they would do if they were president of the school, classroom, or their house.  Students should include a rule(s) they would have and why this rule(s) is important.

	SKILL BUILDING TASKS

Note: tasks may take more than a single day. Include a task to teach EVERY skill students will need to succeed on the assessment prompt above. Language, Foundations, and Speaking/Listening standards must be incorporated so that all standards are adequately addressed throughout the year. 

	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

             How do authors help us learn about history?

             How can my writing tell others what I think?

             How can I show that I understand what I read?

Why are certain characteristics important for us to be a leader?

Why do leaders share similar characteristics?

How can I be a leader in the classroom?

How can I use my special talents to be a leader?

	Task: Background knowledge; Individual writing/illustration 

	Standards: 

ELACCKRI1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKRI2: With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

ELACCKRI8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

ELACCKRI10: Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 

ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

Instruction: 

Explain that the month of February has a holiday called President’s Day. Discuss the meaning behind the holiday. 

Talk about the title of the book and the author.  What do you think the book will be about?  What do you think the author had to do to prepare for writing this story?   

Read Presidents Day By Anne Rockwell. Discuss the character traits demonstrated by the presidents in this book.  Can anyone have those characteristics?  

Do people you know have those characteristics? 

 Why do you think the author chose the events described in the book?  What examples did she give showing that leaders have certain qualities?

Generate a class list of character traits and what each word means.

During the next few weeks, point out when different leaders show qualities of courage, bravery, intelligence, goal setting, achieving goals, etc. 

Encourage the students to share stories of quality leadership.

Ask the students how they have shown that they are brave or have courage.  Let the students share with a partner and then ask a few students to give examples 

aloud to the class. Ask the students to illustrate a picture of themselves and finish the sentence starter, “I am brave when ________________. “



	Task: Shared Reading/Author/ Individual illustrating and writing  

	Standards: 

ELACCKRI1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKRI2: With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

ELACCKRI3: With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

ELACCKRI8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

ELACCKRI10: Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 

ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

ELACCKSL5: Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 

Instruction: 

Discuss the words – leader, leadership.  Talk about the title of the book and the author.  Have students share what they think the book will be about and if they were 

the author, why they would have written the story.   Read U.N.I.Q.U.E. KIDS: Growing My Leadership Garden By Debra Slover. Talk about the leadership qualities 

from this book.  What qualities did the author choose to write about?  Did she give examples?  Describe something from the book that explains leadership.  

Recall the leadership qualities that were discussed yesterday after reading President’s Day. Explain that leaders are brave, but also have many other characteristics. 

Pose the question, ‘Do we have leaders in our school, classroom, house, playground, etc.’ Give the students several minutes to discuss in groups and share ideas. 

Explain that today when you read, U.N.I.Q.U.E. KIDS: Growing My Leadership Garden By Debra Slover, they will discover how they can be a leader at home, 

school, on the playground, on the bus, etc.  After reading, ask the students if they believe the author wrote about leadership and what examples can they share from 

the book that tells about leadership.  Ask the students to name places that they can show leadership, write their examples on the board. 
(classroom, bus, lunchroom, playground, home, swimming pool, hallway, ball field, school bathrooms, etc.) Ask the students to look over all of the places and 

decide on one location that they can show leadership qualities. Allow students to illustrate the location that they picked to show leadership. Ask students to add a 

sentence to their picture that starts, “I can be a leader in _____(place)_____ because I can ___________________”



	Task: Shared reading; writing class book: George Washington, A Great Leader 

	Standards: 

ELACCKRI1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKRI2: With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

ELACCKRI8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

Instruction:  

Review the leadership qualities the class has discussed. Ask children to keep those qualities in mind when reading Meet George Washington By Patricia Pingry. 

Read the book aloud and talk about the key details.  Read again and this time have the students to raise their hand when they hear something that George 

Washington did that showed quality leadership. Record this on chart paper labeled George Washington. 

Review the pictures throughout the book and ask students to recall the many facts about George Washington. Ask students to pick their favorite fact about 

George Washington and tell their neighbor their fact and why they chose it as their favorite. Go back and find the sentence in the story that confirms the students’

 responses.

Have the students create a class book about George Washington labeled, “George Washington, A Great Leader”. Give the students a variety of examples to 

create their page for the class book. For example:

‘George Washington was a leader because _______________’

‘ George Washington showed he was a leader when __________________’

‘A leader is ________________. George Washington showed this trait when ______________’ 

Encourage the students to use examples from the book to support their answers.  


	Task: Shared reading / Writing class book: Abraham Lincoln, A Great Leader 

	Standards:

ELACCKRI1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKRI2: With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

ELACCKRI8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

Instruction:  

Review the leadership characteristics of George Washington.  Read the book The Story of Abraham Lincoln by Patricia Pingry. 

Repeat the activity about George Washington.  Read the book aloud and talk about the key details.  Read again and this time have the students to raise their 

hand when they hear something that Abraham Lincoln did that showed quality leadership. Record this on chart paper labeled Abraham Lincoln. 

Review the pictures throughout the book and ask students to recall the many facts about Abraham Lincoln. Ask students to pick their favorite fact about 

Abraham Lincoln and tell their neighbor their fact and why they chose it as their favorite. Go back and find the sentence in the story that confirms the students’ 

responses.

Have the students create a class book about Abraham Lincoln labeled, “Abraham Lincoln, A Great Leader”. Give the students a variety of examples to create 

their page for the class book. For example:

‘Abraham Lincoln was a leader because _______________’

‘ Abraham Lincoln showed he was a leader when __________________’

‘A leader is ________________. Abraham Lincoln showed this trait when ______________’ 

Encourage the students to use examples from the book to support their answers.  



	Task:  Comparing / Contrasting; Shared reading

	ELACCKRI8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

ELACCKRI10: Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

ELACCKSL2: Confirm understanding of written texts read aloud or information presented orally or through media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.

Instruction:

Review the characteristics that George Washington and Abraham Lincoln possessed that made them great leaders.  Read the two class books.  Discuss similarities

 of the two leaders.  Review the two books by Patricia Pingry.  Talk about why the author chose the events that she included in her book.  How did those events 

reflect leadership?



	Task: Shared reading/ Discussion/  Demonstration of leadership characteristics 

	Standards:

ELACCKRI1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
ELACCKRI2: With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

ELACCKRI8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

ELACCKRI10: Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

ELACCKW3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

ELACCKSL2: Confirm understanding of written texts read aloud or information presented orally or through media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.

ELACCKSL4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail. 

ELACCKSL6: Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

ELACCKL1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

f. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 

ELACCKL6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts. 

Instruction: 

Ask the students if they think they could be leaders. Read books about being a leader such as Being A Leader by Cassie Mayer (ISBN 978-0-431-18677-1). 

Review the characteristics displayed in the book by having the class provide examples. Discuss why they believe the author included this event in her book.  

Tell the students that you will read the book one more time and this time they will need to look for one example that shows a leadership characteristic.  

They will then act out for the class this example.  Reread the book and then place students in groups of two or three. Demonstrate for students how a group 

works together to determine a topic and role play how a group can resolve common disagreements. Tell students that their first task is to decide as a group what 

characteristic they will act out. Give students plenty of time to converse. Call all groups back and allow each group to share what classroom leadership 

characteristic they will act out. Record characteristics. Explain to groups that the next task will involve the group deciding how they will act out their 

characteristic, what props they will need, and what part of the room they will be need for their group to act. 

Differentiate this activity by having some prepared role-playing cards for the students to use in their presentation.



	Task: Shared reading/writing

	Standards: 

ELACCKRL1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKRL2: With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.

ELACCKRL3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.

ELACCKRI8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

ELACCKW2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 
ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

ELACCKL1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

f. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 

ELACCKL2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I.

b. Recognize and name end punctuation.

c. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes).

d. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships.

Instruction: 

Have students share what makes them unique, special, or a leader. Read the book Your Song by Mark Hoog – or any other book about people being special with 

unique characteristics. Talk about why the author might write a book about being special.  Review the different ways Maxx found out that he was a special person 

because of the things he could do for himself and for other people.

 Create a chart paper group writing that is labeled “We are all special!” Ask the students to complete the following sentence starter on a sentence strip, “I am 

special because I ________________” Ask the students to start their writing with a capital letter and make certain to end their sentence with correct punctuation. 

Explain that when writing a sentence there has to be space between each word and that all words must be sounded out into all of their sound parts. Encourage 

students to use words they have discussed that describe leaders.  When the sentence is complete on the sentence strip allow students to glue the strip to the chart 

paper. When everyone has their sentence glued to the paper allow the students to read their sentence out loud to the class. 



	Task: Shared reading/ Writing 

	Standards: 

ELACCKRL1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELACCKRL2: With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.

ELACCKRL3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.

ELACCKW1:  Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the  name of the book they are “writing” about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite 

ELACCKSL1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

ELACCKL1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

f. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 

ELACCKL2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I.

b. Recognize and name end punctuation.

c. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes).

d. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships.

Instruction: 

Read the class sentences and explain to the students that everyone has strengths and weaknesses. Point out your own strengths and weaknesses. Tell students 

that it is important for leaders to know what they are great at and what is difficult for them. When you know your strengths and weaknesses you can make goals and 

come up with a plan to reach those goals. Ask students to listen for the goals that the students in the book Dream Machine by Mark Hoog have and how they 

plan on achieving those goals. After reading, ask student to think of one thing they would like to set as a goal and how they can accomplish it by the end of the 

year. Allow students to share with a partner and then to the class.  As a class, create a poster titled “Our goals”.  Ask the students to write their goals on stars to 

glue to the poster. Give example sentence starters like:

“I want to _____________________”

“By the end of the year I will ______________”

“Every day I want to ___________________”

“Once a week I want to __________________”
 Remind the students to start their writing with a capital letter and make certain to end their sentence with correct punctuation. Explain that when writing a 

sentence there has to be space between each word and that all words must be sounded out into all of their sound parts. Encourage students to use words they

 have discussed that describe leaders.



	Task: Shared reading/Compare and Contrast/ Writing 

	Review the leadership traits the class noted from the George Washington and Abraham Lincoln chart paper.  Pose the question to students, ‘Can leaders be 

super heroes?’.  Read How To Be A Superhero by Rachel Yu,. 

Read How To Be A Superhero and ask students to point out the different ways the main character teaches you to become a superhero. 

Draw a large Venn Diagram on chart paper. Label one circle “Leaders” and the other circle “Super Heroes”. Ask students to recall facts about leaders, super 

heroes, and presidents. Decide as a group if the information should be placed under Leader, Super Hero, or in the middle for both. 

Talk about being an author or illustrator.  Share books that have been read and who the author, and possibly also the illustrator, of each book.  Share what 

characteristics it takes in order to be a successful author.  Ask students to provide suggestions about being an author.  Share that the author, Rachel Yu, was only 

16 years old when she wrote How to Be a Superhero.
Explain to students that they will create a book, where they will be the author and illustrator, titled “(Name): Leader by Day; Super Hero by Night.” The front 

cover will display the title, the student’s (the author/illustrator’s) name and an illustration depicting the student as a leader in the day or a superhero at night.  

Begin the book by using the sentence - “I am a leader by day because I _________________.” The illustration will include a scene that is appropriate for the 

day and real scenery that would surround a leader. The second page should begin with the sentence -  “I am a super hero at night because __________________.” The illustration will include a scene that is appropriate for nighttime and may include fantasy.

Remind the students to start their writing with a capital letter and make certain to end their sentence with correct punctuation. Explain that when writing a

 sentence there has to be space between each word and that all words must be sounded out into all of their sound parts.  Encourage students to use words that describe leaders.
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